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1. DESIGNATION
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PART I

ORGANIZATIONAL DATA

COMlAANDER

III Marine Amphibious Force Lieutenant General Robert
E. CUSHNlAN Jr.,
U. S. Marine Corps
IJun67 - 28Feb69

DEPUTY COWAANDER

XXIV Corps

Major General Carl A.
YOUNGDALE, U. S. Marine Corps
2lDec68 - 28Feb69

SUBORDINATE W~ITS

Lieutenant General Richard G.
STILWELL, U. S. Army
lJul68 - 28Feb69

Third Marine Division

lOlst Airborne Division
(Airmobile)

First Marine Division

First Marine Aircraft Wing

Americal Division

Force Logistic Command

Major General Raymond G. DAVIS,
U. S. Marine Corps
2?~~ay68 - 28Feb69

Major General Melvin ZAIS,
U. S. Army
19Aug68 - 28Feb69

Major General Ormond R.
SIMPSON, U. S. Marine Corps
20Dec68 - 28Feb69

Major General Charles J.
QUILTEH., U. S. Marine Corps
22Jun68 - 28Feb69

Major Genernl Charles M.
GETTYS, U. S. Army
23May68 - 28Feb69

Brigadier General James A.
FEELEY, U. S. Marine Corps
lDec68 - 28Feb69

Headquarters and Service Company Colonel VJilliam K. WIlITE,
III l,f;arine Amphibious Force U. S. Mari nc Corps
Ho ad quar-t cr s Commandant 40ct69 - 28Feb69
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ATTACHeD UN I TS_._-

Ei.rst :'.adio !jJttalion

i."

29th Civil Affairs Company

7th l.-'sycholoc,Jical Operations
ButtaJion

Lieutenant Colonel Patrick J.
FENNELL, U. S. Marine Corps
170ct68 - 28Feb69

Lieutenant Colonel Robert
H. HAfFElny, U. S. Army
28Nov68 - 28Feb69

Llajor Hichael FOIlTIlH,
U. S. Army
25Nov68 - 28Feb69

1-28 februJry 1969, ~ast Danang, Quang Nam Province,
Republic of Vietnam.

Deputy Comruand Lriq General, Air 1,':aj or General Charles J.
QUILTER, U. S. i,iarine Corps
22Jun68 - 28Feb69

Chief of Stoff Brigadier General George E.
DOOLEY, U. S. Marine Corps
IJan69 - 28Feb69

Deputy Chief of Staff Colonel Michael 1..1OSTELLEH,
U. S. Marine Corps
5Aug68 - 18Feb69

Colonel Lewis G. POGGEMEYER,
U. S. Marine Corps
19-28Feb69

3

Deputy Chief of Staff, Plans

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-l

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2

Brigadier General Warren K.
BENNETT, U. S. Army
5Sep68 - 28Feb69

Colonel Maurice ROSE,
U. S. Marine Corps
12Ju168 - 28Feb69

Colonel Ray N. JOENS,
U. S. Marine Corps
29Ju168 - 4Feb69

Colonel John S. CANTON,
U. S. Marine Corps
5-28Feb69
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Assistant Chief of Staff, G-3

Deputy G-3

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-4

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-5

Assistant Chief of Staff, G-6

Force Psychological Operations
Officer

Force Supply Officer

Force Staff Judge Advocate

Force Engineer Officer

Force Adjutant

Assistant Chief of Staff,
Comptroller

Brigadier General Carl W.
HOFFMAN, U. S. l\lari no Corps
15Aug68 - l7Feb69

Brigadier General Ross T.
DWYER Jr., U. S. Marine Corps
IB-28Feb69

Colonel Marion C. DALBY,
U. S. Marine Corps
lOct68 - 2BFeb69

Colonel Lawrence C. NORTON,
U. S. Marine Corps
4Ju168 - 28Feb69

Colonel Howard A. 1ilESTPHALL,
U. S. Marine Corps
lNov68 - 28Feb69

Colonel Bill E. BOHNEH,
U. S. Marine Corps
7Sep68 - 28Feb69

Colonel Harold CHASE,
U. S. Marine Corps
lAug68 - 28Feb69

Colonel Alfred C. TAVES,
U. S. Marine Corps
22Jul68 - 28Feb69

Colonel Paul W. SEABAUGH,
U. S. Marine Corps
5Aug68 - 28Feb69

Colonel Kenneth R. BLAND,
U. S. Marine Corps
22May68 - 2BFeb69

Major James H. LYLES,
U. S. Marine Corps
8Aug68 - 28Feb69

Lieutenant Colonel Daniel
J. FORD, U. S. Marine Corps
25Ju168 - l4Feb69

Major Thomas F. DEACHER,
U. S. Marine Corps
15-28Feb69
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Force Information Services
Ufficer

C'f f i eel' :i n Char<::;C', cae:

For ce Food ~;el'viccs Officer

Force Chaplain

Force :'-;urgcon

Force Dental Cfficer

Force Motor Transport Officer

Stuff Secretory

Protocol Officer

Forco Special Services Officer

Director, Tr0nsportation
Control Con t or

Forco Inspector

Colonel Paul r.:. l.iOHIAJ:TY,
U. S. Marine Corps
29Ju168 - 28Fcb69

L'l eu t enarrt Colonel .Jame s II.
t,:ACLEAll, U. s . l":arin(~ Corp~;

21Ju168 - 28Feb69

Lieutenant Colonel Leslie P.
DAY, U. S. Larine Corps
28SepG8 - 28Feb69

Captain Hobert \J. RADCLIFFL.,
U. S. Navy
28Sep68 - 28Feb69

Captain John R. STOV~K Jr.,
U. S. Navy
12May68 - 28Feb69

Captain William L. DARNELL Jr.,
U. S. Navy
IJu168 - 28Fcb69

Lieutenant Colonol Ken D.
BAIi-NES, U. S. [,;arino Corps
23Dec68 - 28Feb69

[.'iaj or 110.1'01 d E. H/W/KINS,
U. S. Marine Corps
2Sep68 - 17Feb69

Lieutenant Colonel Tullis J.
WOODHAM, U. S. [·.larina Corps
18-28Feb69

~.:ajor V"illiam D. BENJPJUN,
U C' r· ... C -r-• 0. ,.;ar1no o.... ps
14Jo.n69 - 28Feb69

Colonel\lilliam BU::HL Jr.,
u. S. ~arine Corps
30Au968 - 28Fob69

Lieutenant Colonel Orville
F. MARKS, U. S. h'larine Corps
IJo.n69 - 28Feb69

Colonel .Jame s W. SHANK,
U c: I'~"r' '(> C co• -a , :.u 111. orp",
16Scp68 - ?8Feb69
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USUS Li a i.son Of f i.c e r , r.·.ACV

U::i::iC l.Lai son Officer, 7th AF

U3I'.C Li.o i.s on Officer, HOKnC

Colonel Carl E. SC1~IDT,

U. S. Marine Corps
22Sep68 - 28Feb69

Colonel Carl E. SC!~IDT,

U. S. Marine Corps
22Sep68 - 28Feb69

Lieutenant Colonel Lewis J.
BACHEr., U. S. l/tarine Corps
24Jun68 - 6Feb69

Lieutenant Colonel John E.
POINDEXTER, U. S. Marine Corps
7-28Feb69
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4. AVERME MOOTHLY S'!'RENGTH

a. III Marine Amphibious Force Headquarters

Officers Bnlisted

USMC USN USA USAF USMC USN USA USAF

H&S Co, HQ 111 MAr 14 2 0 0 225 7 0 0
HQ Staff, 111 MAr 221 15 26 1 486 9 9 1
1S'!' RADBN 27 0 0 0 350 S 0 0
CAGls 42 0 0 0 1795 126 0 0
29th CA Co (att) 0 0 10 0 0 0 2S 0
7th PsyOps Co (sup) 0 0 16 0 0 0 55 0

~ .~ t I
, I

b. 111 Marine Amphibious Force

Officers EnUsted

USMC USN USA USAF USMC USN 1JSA USAF

5097 431 5187 22 72068 2759 54008 28

ENCLOSURE ( I)
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PART II

NARRATIVE SUMMARY

•
1. INTRODUCTION

a. GENERAL. During February 1969 III Marine Amphibious
Force Headquarters was located in East Danang, Republic of
Vietnam. The average personnel strength was 139,600, a
decrease of 733 under the previous month.

b. ACTIVITIES. III Marine Am2hibious Force continues
to be guided by COMUSMACV Letter of Instruction (LOI 3-66)
dated 30 March 1966 in pursuit of its objectives for February
1969.

2. OVERALL EVALUATION. Enemy activity, which had remained
at an unusually low level through the first weeks of the
month took a sharp upturn on 23 February when the enemy
launched his so-called "Post-TET Offensive." This new enemy
effort was characterized by a large number of attacks by
fire against military installations and population centers.
Except in a few instances, however, the enemy made no attempt
to follow up his bombardments with large scale ground attacks.

During the last week of February, the enemy launched a
total of 56 significant attacks by fire against allied
installations. The heaviest attacks occurred in the early
hours of 24 February when a total of 1,518 incoming mortar
rounds and 155 rockets were recorded throughout the I Corps
area.

In the southern ICTZ, units of the 1st Marine Division
in Operation Taylor Common, continued to uncover large amounts
of enemy ammunition and supplies. On 2 February for example,
C/l/? Marines discovered an enemy cache which contained 2,000
pounds of oats, 6,000 rounds of small arms ammunition, and
15 individual weapons.

In the Quang Tri-Thua Thien area, the "Dewey Canyon" AO
was the scene of heavy fighting as elements of the 9th Marine
Regiment (Third Marine Division) thrust deep into the heart
of the enemy's major supply area in the northern Ashau Valley.
The heaviest contact occurred on 22 February when D/l/9
became engaged with an estimated enemy battalion. Although
outnumbered, "0" Company accounted for 105 enemy KIA and
captured 19 weapons.

III W~F units conducted a total of eleven major unit
operations during the month of February accounting for over
1,900 enemy KIA, 811 individual weapons, and III crew served
weapons captured.

8
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PART III

SEQUENTIAL LISTING OF SIGNIFICANT EVENTS, FEBRUARY 1969

1. SUWMARY OF OPE~ATIONS. The following four operations
had moderate to significant contact.

a. Operation SCOTLN~D II. The 3d Marine Division (TF
Hotel) continued clear and search operations in Quang Tri
Province with significant contact for the period 1-28
February 1969.

At 250120H FSB Neville received heavy mortar fire followed
by a coordinated ground attack by an unknown number of enemy
armed with small arms, RPG, and satchel charges. Results of
contact were 11 USMC KIA, 42 USMC WIA, and 36 NVA KIA. Two
hours later FSB Russell received a coordinated attack by an
unknown number of enemy utilizing mortars, RPG's, and satchel
charges. Results of contact were 19 USMC KIA, 50 USMC WIA,
51 NVA KIA, and two 105mm howitzers damaged.

Operation SCOTLAND II terminated at 282400H February 1969.

b. Operation MARSr~L MOUNTAIN. The 3d Marine Division
(1st Brigade, 5th Mechanized Infantry Division) continued
clear and search operations in Quang Tri Province with moderate
contact for the period 1-28 February 1969.

At 031930H a sniper team from A/l/ll Infantry engaged an
unknown number of enemy with small arms, claymores, and
mortars. Eight NVA were KIA. There were no friendly casualties.

At 28l500H B/3/5 Cavalry engaged an unknown number of enemy.
B/3/5 fired small arms and was supported by tanks, mortars,
artillery, gunships, and air strikes. Results of contact
were 2 USA KIA, 24 USA WIA, and 77 NVA KIA.

Operation MARSHALL MOUNTAIN terminated at 282400I-I February 1969.

c. Operation TAYLOR CO~~10N. The 1st Marine Division
continued clear and search operations in Quang Nam Province
with moderate contact for the period 1-28 February 1969.

At 010900H C/l/7 found 10 VC KIA. Five hours later A/1/3
found 1500-2000 pounds of oats and 6000 rounds of small arms
ammo.

At 021550H a patrol from C/l/7 found 15000 pounds of rice.

At 230140H An Boa Combat Base received an unknown number of
82mm mortar rounds. Four USMC were killed and 88 wounded.

ENCLOSURE (I)

9

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET



SECRET •
DECLASSIFIED

At 261300H L/3/26 engaged an estimated enemy company. L/3/26
fired all organic weapons and was supported by artillery.
Results of contact were 6 USMC KIA, 29 USMC WIA, and 9 NVA KIA.

Between 271805H and 280500H L/3/5 accounted for 7 NVA KIA
in scattered contacts. Friendly casualties were one USMC WIA.

At 281530H L/3/26 received sporadic small arms and automatic
weapons fire from an unknown number of enemy. L/3/26 called
artillery and gunships and assaulted the enemy position killing
6 VC. Friendly casualties were one USMC KIA and 5 USMC WIA.

At 282020H K/3/26 received heavy small arms, automatic weapons,
and RPG fire from an unknown number of enemy. K/3/26 returned
fire and called Spooky. Results of contact were 3 USMC KIA,
15 USMC WIA, and 9 NVA KIA.

d. Operation DEWEY CANYON. The 3d Marine Division (9th
Marines) continued clear and search operations in Quang Tri
and Thua Thien Provinces with significant contact for the
period 1-28 February 1969.

At 011455H H/2/9 found 9 NVA KIA.

At 051400H lead elements of G/2/9 made contact with an estimated
15-20 NVA in concealed positions. Five USMC were killed and
17 wounded. Enemy casualties were 2 NVA KIA.

At 110800H M/3/9 received small arms, grenade, and RPG fire
from an unknown number of enemy. M/3/9 returned fire, called
artillery and air strikes. Three USMC were wounded and
evacuated and 4 NVA were killed. At lll440H M/3/9 again
received small arms fire. Two USMC were wounded. M/3/9
returned fire killing 2 NVA.

At l12200H A,B,C/l/9 were attacked by an estimated enemy
company. A,B,C/l/9 fired all organic weapons and were
supported by artillery. Results of contact were one USMC
KIA, 8 USMC WIA, and 12 NVA KIA.

At 121700H M/3/9 was engaged by an estimated 25 NVA armed
with small arms, RPG, and mortars. Results of contact were
12 NVA KIA. There were no friendly casualties.

At 131425H C/l/9 engaged a reinforced NVA platoon. Results
of contact were 6 USMC KIA, 6 USMC WIA, and 15 NVA KIA. At
132300H C/l/9 was again in action with an estimated enemy
company. Results of contact were 3 USMC KIA, 21 USMC WIA,
and 12 NVA KIA.

Between 152000H and 160700H C/l/9 received several probes

ENCLOSURE (1)

10

DECLASSIFIED

SECRET



DECLASSIFIED

•
followed by an attack by an estimated enemy platoon. Results
of contact were 13 NVA KIA. There were no friendly casualties.

At 170405H HQ 9th Marines received a heavy ground attack
supported by mortars. 9th Marines returned fire and the
action continued until 0700H. Results of contact were 4
USMC KIA, 46 USMC WIA, and 37 NVA KIA.

At 160845H K/3/9 engaged an estimated enemy platoon. The
action continued until l6l400H. Results of contact were 7
USMC WIA and 14 NVA KIA.

At 180940H A/l/9 assaulted a well prepared enemy position in
a ridge line. Results of contact were one USWC WIA and 20
NVA KIA.

At 190820H a patrol from C/I/9 engaged a well entrenched enemy
force in prepared positions. Nineteen NVA were KIA. Friendly
casualties were one USA WIA. One hour later C/l/9 engaged
a second enemy force in bunkers. Results of contact were one
USMC KIA, 8 USMC WIA, and 13 NVA KIA.

At 201600H C/1/9 engaged an unknown size enemy force in
bunkers. After air and artillery preparation C/l/9 assaulted
and seized the enemy position. Friendly casualties were 4
USMC KIA, 24 USMC WIA, 71 NVA KIA, and 5 crew served weapons
captured including two 122mm howitzers and one 12.7mm AA gun.
One five ton truck and one prime mover were also captured.

At 211530H M/3/9 found and destroyed a bulldozer.

At 221500H A/l/9 received heavy small arms and mortar fire
from an estimated enemy battalion in bunkers. After preparation
by artillery, mortars, and air strikes, A/l/9, reinforced by
D/I/9, assaulted and seized the enemy position. Results of
contact were 10 USMC KIA, 61 USMC WIA, and 105 NVA KIA.

At 271300H a platoon from G/2/9 engaged an estimated 25 NVA.
The platoon called artillery and was reinforced from the
company command group. Results of contact were 3 USMC KIA,
12 USMC WIA, and 12 NVA KIA.

At 27ll00H D/1/9 found a weapons cache containing 629 individual
weapons, 56 machine guns, ten 82mm mortars, fifteen 57mm
recoilless rifles, one .50 caliber machine gun, one l20mm
mortar, one 20mm AA gun, fifteen l2.7mm AA guns, three 23mm
AA guns, and 3 multi-machine guns,

e. The following seven operations did not have any
significant contact during the period indicated:

1J
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OPERATION

LINN RIVER
RUSSELL BEACH
VERNON LAKE II
HARDIN FALLS
FAYETTE CANYON
NEVADA EAGLE
KENTIJCKY

DECLASSIFIED

PROVINCE

QUANG NAM
QUANG NGAI
QUANG NGAI
QUANG TIN
QUANG NAM
THUA THIEN
QUANG TRI

PERIOD

1-7 February 1969
1-28 February 1969
1-28 February 1969
1-28 February 1969
1-28 February 1969
1-28 February 1969
1-28 February 1969

2. CASUALTIES INFLICTED ON THE ENEMY. See page 26.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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3. FRIENDLY CASUALTIES SUSfAINED

4. 111 MAl Casualties:

0) Battle

m
USMC USN USA

265 13 104

WIA-
USMC USN USA
1634 58 542

DOW-
USMC USN USA

23 0 8
USMC USN USA

5 0 21

(2) Non-Battle

DEATHS

USMC USN USA
44 0 9

INJIILL

USMC USN USA
234 12 185

b. Number of Courts-Martial tried:

Summary 139

Special 99

General 15

c. Short tons of Mail sent and received bY III MAl:

Sent: 176 Received: 419

13
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4. Personnel.

a. Special Services Activities

(1) Freedom Hill Recreation Complex

(a) LIBRARY: No Change from last report.

(b) THEATER: The Theater was operational
20 days in February. Total attendance was 18,476.

(c) GY~lliASIUM: No change from last report.

(d) OUTDOOR FACILITIES: No change from last
report.

(e) BOWLING CENTER: The bowling center was
operational 18 days in February. Total attendance was
approximately 2,043.

(f) CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED: The TORRI in front
of the Recreation Center was completed during February.

(g) ~mJOR CONSTRUCTION PENDING:

1. The practice batting cage is in the process
of being constructed.

2. The stairways on Freedom Hill are being
rebuilt.

3. The miniature golf course has been started.

4. The roof and enclosure for the beer garden
is nearing completion.

(h) }ffiJOR ACTIVITIES: None.

(2) R&R Activities

(a) Of 6328 seats allocated to III MAF, 5361 were
filled for 84.7% utilization. Of 7395 seats allocated to III
1:'11\1" (Including Naval Forces in I Corps), 6642 were filled
for 86.9% utilization. ~otal allocations for Danang R&R
Center consisted of 10,059 seats of which 9947 were filled
for a utilization percentage of 98.8%.

(b) The following are the February statistics for
III HAl!' and I Corps R&R usage for each out-of-country site:

S£CRET
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8EC~ET -- e_
SI'I'E III HAF OTHER I CORPS '!'OTAL

BANGKOK 1051 407 1458
HONG KONG 680 453 1133
TAIPEI 639 333 972
'l'OKYO 462 197 659
IvlANILA 137 126 263
SINGAPORE 133 185 318
SYDNEY 1536 774 2310
HAWAII 1447 492 1939
OKINAv~A 254 30 284
KUALA LUMPUR 190 259 449
PENANG 113 49 162
'l.'OTAL: 6642 3305 9947

(c) In-Country R&R (China Beach) Quotas allocated
were utilized by 799 personnel. This does not include
daily users. Daily users for the month of February totaled
4,330.

(3) Entertainment

Sebastian Cabot
Gene Stridel
Kiki Paige
Pat Obrien
The Lively Affair
~rr. Daniels&Friends

4-20 February
22-25 February
15-20 February
7-15 February
8-28 February
4-8 February

Handshake Tour
Musical Variety Show
Musical Variety Show
Handshake Tour
Musical Variety Show
Handshake Fashion
Show

(4) !'lARS Activities (18 stations in I Corps)

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

Nessages sent
Messages received
Phone patches sent
Hospital Calls

10,182
7,332

& received 8,138
58

(5) Tape Facility

(a) 2,269 pre-recorded musical tapes were pro
duced during this period.

(b) 1,938 pre-recorded musical tapes were sold
during this period.

(6) Film Library

(a) 83 films received from Saigon were put into
the circuit in I Corps area.

(b) 218 films were repaired by this facility.

ENCLOSURE (1)
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(7) Stars and Stripes Distribution

(a) 39,347 Stars and Stripes free issue news
papers were distributed in the I Corps area on a daily basis.

1(-;
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b. Force Chaplain

4 February. The Force Chaplain visited 5th ARVN Regiment and
the Venerable, Captain, Thich Thien Due, Buddhist Chaplain
at Duy Tan General Hospital to discuss support
requirements for social service and patient work.

t February. Force Chaplain assisted in the delivery of seven
ruckloads of food stuffs recovered from the Freedom Hill

Exchange fire. These foodstuffs were delivered to Boy's
Town, the Sacred Heart Orphanage, the Leporasium and the
China Beach Orphanage. The Force Chaplain was visited by the
Staff Chaplain, 9th MAE and discussed chaplain personnel
matters and support requirements for the 26th Marines while
in country.

6 February. The Force Chaplain attended the I Corps Dependents
Relief Association Dinner as the guest of Mrs. Hoang Xuan Lam.
Discussed with Captain Chang Soong Chir, the recently arrived
Senior Chaplain of the ROK ~~rine Brigade our support of
their religious program in the supply of consumable ecclesi
astical supplies.

7 February. Delivered 1000 childrens toys to the ICTZ De
pendents Relief Association for distribution at children's
parties incident to TET. Visited the I Corps Advisory Group
Headquarters to confer with the Staff Chaplain relative to
coordination of Army Chaplain matters.

9 February. Attended program at American Vietnamese Cultural
Center. F'orce Chaplain picked up, with assistance of volun
teer help, three truckloads of fire-damaged foodstuffs and
articles from the Freedom Hill Exchange. Articles were re
covered for the purpose of redistribution to orphanages,
schools and hospitals.

10 Ii'ebruary. Escorted Army Chief of Chaplains, YJB.jor General
Frances Sampson, USA on his visit to ICTZ. Held chaplains
Dinner in honor of Chaplain San~son's visit at the China Beach
"0" Club. 70 chaplains were in attendance.

11 February. Picked up from Freedom Hill Exchange 65 cases
of tomato juice and delivered same to Boys Town Orphanage,
Danang. Entertained party of BUddhist, Protestant and Cath
olic chaplains from Duy Tan General Hospital (ARVN) to plan
delivery of health and comfort pacs to ARVNF patients in
ARVN Hospitals in I Corps.

1.7
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12 February. Together with the Buddhist (Venerable Thich
Thien Due) and Catholic (Capt. Nguyen Van Chanh) Chaplains,
assisted in the delivery of 1700 health and comfort pacs
to wounded ARVN patients in Duy Tan General Hospital. 415
of these pacs were purchased out of funds in the III MAF
Chap1ain 1s Civic Action Fund.

13 February. As the guest of Brs. Huang Xuan Lam, the Force
Chaplain attended a party for orphans from the Buddhist
orphanage sponsored by the I Corps Dependents Relief Associa
tion. Made arrangements for and took a party consisting of
one Buddhist, one Protestant and one Catholic Chaplain and
their assistants to the ARVN Hospitals at Quang Ngai and Hue
for delivery of TET health and comfort pacs to wounded ARVN
patients. The Force Chaplain sent two truckloads of food
stuffs and TET gifts to the Vietnamese Correction and Rehab
ilatation Center in Hoi An.

14 February. Escorted Brigadier General HUBBARD, USMC, Chief
of Information, Headquarters Marine Corps, on a tour of the
China Beach Orphanage. Attended a program sponsored by ARVN
Social Service at the 5th ARVN Regiment.

15 February. Attended, as guest of Lieutenant General Lam,
a New Years party at the I Corps Officers Club.

22 February. Force Chaplain discussed MCB coverage in I Corps
with }~BPAC Staff Chaplain who was in country on a visit of
the chaplains under his supervision.

25 February. Escorted the Staff Chaplain, COMNAVFORV, on a
familiarization visited to 1st Marine Division, 1st Harine
Air Wing and Force Logistic Command.

27 February. Visited the Reverend Gordon Smith to discuss
material requirement for completion of the }ajor General
Bruno A. Hochmuth Memorial Baby Pavilion at the China Beach
Orphanage.
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.., . -" . (' . . G J .<'. ''''''t . ., lJ t.r , t. r~nel· i" ,.neil;;;' •.n: u,~'tH,n • srouno i 1E;)l 111g renal.nee gener il y a a

r-educeo level in all five provfnces of the I Corps Tactical Zone durdnz the
f i r s t, "cln~ee weeks of zhe month of February 1969. Although the enemy continued
to r:,<...intain a linited degree of pressure on friendly installations and
'l:a.ctical units throU6h sma}l unit operations and harassing attacks by fire,
friendly forces encountered only sporadic resistance, most of which did not
r csul.t; in any real. significant engagements , The one exception was Operation
DE\{:Y C,/J\'Y(il'\ an southern QUA1"lG TRI Province where elements of the 9th Harines
eJ..icited sharp reaction chroughout most of the month from enemy forces
defending their logistica:; complex in Rase Area 611.

'.\1'; early part of February produced a wealth of intelligence information
:.r, I Cor;:>:>, all of ',:lich pointed 'towards the renewal of enemy offensive activity
c .r-i.ng the 'i'E'...' ho i.i.cays , UnLfke the TET 1968 however, t:he 1969 ~T holiday
jJ ~rio~ ·,.:la3I'ed withou-~ ancadent in the I Corps Tactical Zone. Nevertheless,
tie week of 23 February - 1 }larch witnessed a significant increase in activity
in sout.liern I Cor~~ as enemy for-ces subordinate to Military Region S conduct.ed
a s cri.es of wides;')l"ead at t acks through.:lUt the three souther" provinces in
concert witlJ rh e flrs\. phase of the eneny ' s RV'N-vide post-T"IT offensive.

Un tile r,...~ F"\0?\T, b','-.:;we,m tr,,: m::; and Rouce 9, activity <'\unn!- tle e ar'Iv
~hd"l: ,)f :·'~bru.... rv was generll.l}y li,~ht with contac t s _heing.scattered an. "1es-
U:a"TY. HO\.'I..~Vl·C, f:round act ion increased not.accahly in 1:he vest er- r'\·;·.'he.s of
0u<:,n,~ Tri (p) during die latter part of the rontn ,

:)igiltings/incil~~i,'tS of erl~lllY actIv i ty cont mued .mabated on it .'i,-d >:
),ases in the eas ten. D~i: while S\v"Ulllller/sap'Jers, most ·, ..ke'ly e Ie mcr.r s o" ~he

;26th Nava., .:)i:1l':)l~r He~':iJ,;ent> continued to ria ke ':.heir <re sence i<nCI'.f1 ai ·,r ,"
dl~ vital eli,\ V. "Td,Vt~r. Ene~' eff(L",s a Long this key wat.e rwav '·rt~.~.O

i..l,~;J ight-::d ;)~' c:e succes ,·'....1 21 Fcbr-ua ry rr·inin~ of foul' if' . S i,t~;";:: :,1' ::11
of tl.c river '"v ;~r\)~'1'l\."; eL,uliJed with highly sophisticated r" ;.Lac CINe,"

c i r-cu i.t j(:UIL<~d.l' and Hlat:.1.l''Cic li.mpet mines •

./t""iC'l-t(..l~" convoys ,.)~."er.;t:inr: ().n Hl)dre ./i\.) werf~ o.i,;[)usJ,ed . r~ T',W\.) ,S,\IC~'::,,;--, J -e
()C(.J.::)iL·:l~ l)e"G\';~\~ll ~.',: .,,"' ,-~~h~) -ch, ·'(,Ci',',-" ~;t}~ j'1.4rin;.:: ~1 t~ , ...iddle \' i' t:}~.";> I\.'~"

~t}·;\\ j·...l:---,st suc., .is:~j(~J1"S si~)(.'\..~ >c;ven~l,i. r of last :rt~(;J·. A 1'1 ,,,r,t '~_."i

'Cr,,' fj.rs t 'U';i: 'us" \V(l.S Sli('~'"-" "eH \:',\
""U'\\er,nent !latt"lioil, 3.l:"t >CO,

,
.J..\.tGll t.,........ .1 .... '-- c. 0...,) ('...
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'n1:cllir,cllce \~llrint-' February indicated a possible lmild-u!' of the

,~,leJ]~i-' s for, ':;.; in the no rthwcs ter-n portion of fiUANG THJ (r) m~0 aloTlf' tht'
f','- t.~]'ll r-e.icies of the nF:. Reconna i s sance tt'~ams wer'e forced tOlbort l'iss

i01l~ 0', T'lO ,\~ than one oc cas i on as a re~;ult or contacts "rj th t J1l' e'leIllY, <'1.'1(;

,c\'f'r,11 UJH:onfirned r-enor-ts of veh i cl.e activity emanated f''CI1: "':i~ rC,d,0'.
Is 0, )lho t<)! r'aph:i,' re ild('uts PJ\' due cd "vidence of a southves ted Y exter s:i on

,'{ou'. c :;'.<~)-:; ill the i))': north of the r.t'CU'IJ.,E.

':,'eIT act iv i ty Lncr-e as ec' n\,ticea~ly in the area dur i nr; the last wu~1c

(If t l.c r or.t.l: ....hen ene ny forces conducted ground at.t.acks a~ailwt tw rE:lllOte
ari:«: fire ,;upI'ort lases northwest of the t\0CKPII,F. on 25 Fet.ru ar-y, 1n t:le

,r~r'; t ,-,f ~h(' -e ell ",~eJ'1ent:,;, elements of the 27th 11".\ Jndependm t ~er,il'lent

concluct.ed " llaj01' attack ag a.in st; I;'S'"!~ nt%'ID.•L, penetrating the »crdmete r ;mel
overr-unr.Lru- ;10rtir'ns of the insta~lat.ion. Harines manndng U'e fire suppor-t
,;,se sustained :Jeavy cas ua.Lt i.es while the enemy was. successful in de st.roy i.ng
o'lcifl ',n" l to\6_t ze r , ':" .e second attack, of lesser intensity, was direc:tE.'0
af~aillst :':):! :;vr.u~ an: oro duced light casualties on both sd.des , AhJ:.ou,e:h
there vas no enen:y unit identification in the latter at.t ack , clements of the
;~46tlt r,v.\ ;kf~il'lcnt, 11 frequently mentioned hut rarely seen uni t, were be-
l i c vc« to .\'!\~ 1""'11 involved. Also of s Ignf f i cance was a series of contact.s
,r ':h~ l'tO: c~ s ell:! by e1 ements of the 3rd hlrincs and Task F<, r-ce 3j.r:, Arr-ored
'iIV,i1 ry in tile .\r(~a of a large bunker complex northwest of ('.iJ LO \J1ich

..rcduccd Ll.;' enemy KIA's, also be.l Leved to be_mhal'll of the ~7th ~':VA Reg
in.'at.

Throughout Febr-uary the enemy threat in the n-5 FRONT ar'a continuC(~ to
be asse'sc(\ as five r nf'ant ry regiment equivalents in the Im cd i at e vicinity
of tl ell,::, supr.o rtied l'~,' one to two artillery rep:irnents.

For the first tiJ.le in many JOOnths, the focus of ar.t errtd on in I Corps
sh i.f'tcd away f'ror.. the eastern QUANG ::\A1 (P}/FRONT 4 area to the area of
operations for 'ILIT.\r~Y ~'tEGI.CN TRJ-mn:N-HUE. Thro ughout; the month, the
eneuy react ed vi:;orously to the Incurs Lons made 1", the 9th l'm'ine ~egiTlent

in tile DE' 'j' :';,\NYl'N .\.i' of southwestern QUANG TlU (p). This reaction took
the fo n: of 12;~lT artillery, i.or-tar , rocket and re coa.Lless rifle fire on an
al.uos t da.il~' :'asis as well as several O:I'O\..ud att ack S co ndue t ed 1\y up 1;0

coupa..v gj"e enemy units. It was apiarerrt that the e1'leIl'y'srespOnse 'ifAS a
re f'Lec t Lou of h i s dete rr unat Lon to protect his threatcneci l('l."i~tic fl\cili
tie[: in the "ase Area bD /A ~~AU Valley complex, ant his reaction throu,,;h
out t),,:, !(wt:l under-sco r-ed the ll11ort;1;'ce lJdch he assirncd t.o this area. As
:;0; C ','asur\~'f the Lnte nsf ty of fi"hting in this major operation ','''i cl
,'oJcJlced (' 22 Januar,: ; s the f'ac t tllilt by the end 0" the r.orrth the l"arines
had account ~) for 1,1~S conf'Lrned enery Kll\'s. However, of . ,tlal and peT'
har s .'Teu:,er ilnpor1;a.nc,: was th<: uncov vrLng of a vast arras !'Cd arrurut.io»
cac. c - - t:,e Larr-o at (,.' the Vietnam ·ra r - - as ",ell as tbe c"ptureof 'f'.v(>ral
12:'!,~-: f.i.el<.i 'un.s <tnd f':..;ll-trad~ed l'rLl'c 111OVe"s. The cuptur-' i:S' th~se l""~n

''j ,,1 ,'WlS ii~lrkE"0 tlv' );\ t"gest such t1 :--tillery pieces capture,1 to c1.a"(' in the
;i··,i.i' ':1'. "'Clt1:~nt~· ':al'tured ilt tJH' D'E:\"'~v CMYON \\ (1ur:in'~ the l1l)ntl1
id,"I!;''.ipd ,'I~J'.'nt:, <.," (~.~ "t), '''J,\ '\':'.ill',ent, and eler.•entf; of the it> ~".'

,v i i\'~lt t~!; .lS : I",' rear <:Pl'V i('.,'~i cr ':,'nts, infi" trat),ol\ Hlli ts <ln~/.'l'

~, . l"~ ~(' !·c,! 'c"/\""'d to '.1V~ \. ,n.'~·, '.\''(''''.
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:\0', ,".,',"l"tll. "''1 -::11 respect to the D'";"~' C',\t\Y0N operation was tJ1(" discovery

ld' !H.~; rv-.id ,l~ t h e s.'l;~,h"rn ext rend t i es \.~f' Qt'AN' TIn l't'l'vlnce. I'he ro<lll
r ure- .'~(' "., , ~.:V:!l ;, :,(1 ,tln.;c"tcrly to no r-t.Ic as te r-Iv dil'ett,:lH!. branchin,' o f'f
c·r '\'u;:;" ~_: j. ,\'.; ;'lld eq\~nding to an a rc n north of Tli~'~R l/oUl\tain in t:11l"
ext ['(~'''(' t ,~"; rhc iu C!ld <" r.\ 0,' V,:>,)lev • Tlh~ road', S l~ "Illua tell as ,l probal'1 e
a t.r.c l't ,'1\ t~hc I,;,,'t or the .'ncm) tl"' 1,)'-1';\."s vut ne rabt e pe Lrrts on '\'utes 9:'2/",1f
h ,:1ltc'l1\" the \ :w .. t Valle:' no r tl of TJC':n NOlUltain.

i;lsewhere i.n the r:lTTH area, there was littll~ sip;niffcant ground fir,hti 11r
duri .t; i~"(' '\lont)), and the enemy's efforts were largely confined to a few ran
dOl, ,,';t '~>" by f· n~ of low Iutensf.ty, nos t of which were directed <I!!ainst in
~ ta L •at. ,."'S a.Ion . '(\" J~ '1.

en • he othe r :'ctl1d, there were several significant adjustments in the dis
pos i t i o: ':' f major encrv tac tical unit s in HR'ITH durin~ February , The 7th
'"HU\'i Jicaduartcrs .....'as relocated from southern Base Area 101 to t hc south-
oas t.e rn ,·'x·.re,~,i.tjcs o f the :~,\ KOOi\~; Valley in southern QUANG TRI l"rovince,
,,~ ~ 1, t.l.e ,rJ ~ ,'y,\ 8(16) Hattalion, 6th NV,\ ~egiJoont was confirmed ',y the cap
t'JT' of '=' ....' )'~\'i," ,1,1l(' :1 nurnl.e r' of documents to have reLocat.ed f'ror» cas t ern I..A(''j
to ..he norUlwc:,tcrn co rne r of THUA THIBN l'r'ovdnce ,

)outheast ,'fll;A;.;C TEl City near Base Area 101, a p,., capturec' on 2fl Feh
r-uary 'v:'; Lden ci fled as a member of the 4th Hattalion, 812th Re~iTl1l~nt, thus
co nf i rrrung prior contentions that althotwh rrnst of the 812th RegiT~ent had
retlil'np,' t.o NVN, ell11'lCllts of at lpast one battalion remained south of the l1' '",

Two notewer-thy moves on the part "'f clements of the 5th NVA ;(cr:iment a Lso
occurred in THL~ THlT:!\ (1') during Febr-uary , n1e first of these th'" adjustments
was in the fOF. of a J 2 'c.i.Lorret er- nor-thwes terly shift of the Headquarters, Sth
NVA rtegimcnt f ror tilt' ~;A" l\"~m-RU('I nFl"} area. The most significilnt HOve, bow
eV('r~ waS tlll~ r-e'loc at.i.on '-'f the K-IO l1attal ion from the NAJ.' rX'NG-l;:n:I RUOI area
to the pied.mont area be tveen Base Area 11,' and HUr<:, thus incrpas in£'; the thrC';>i.:
against the THeA T~!)T;t\ provincial capital.

In the PHli Lee area in th e southeastern portion of THUA TnIE~: (1") 'Where
ros t (If the enemy t s activity was concent r-at.eds severe.L r,~'s from the K-4R Rat
t a.l i on , 4tl' N\,. ','egi'rl('nt were captured during the dklnth, thus oonfirJning the
continued pr-es ence of elements of this nn jor enemy tactical unit in its norJ.la1
(lpl~r';\tin.f" (l rea ,

t',:" j-a rt i culu r Si:'''llificance was the capture of a HO! arANH from the559th
Lranspo r-t at ion ';1\\U!\ .....,ho rill1.ied to elements of the lOlst ,\irbome 'Division
V.:) south of (!l' curin,'!, the early part..:f the nonth , ,~sequent interro~a-

t i on of til is 7:"tl Her »rov.ided detai].e(~ ini'0l"'f!8tion on his uni t wili ch has the
r-cspons i uil it:: o : t':"'Hs}xp'tinp, fool from LAOS to THt'A THIF.'i (r) il'I,1 evacuat i nc
\'" '.1' i-lcd so 1 die !"S to .;\ 'S.
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~'h( eL'\.'(' ,:.".:" n }l"\" .nces \·))iC i , (.'1'1 ri.s e t 1,e r;l::,t~:r~·~ef.i,'r ,C; area
~~o'P:; "'e,·,~!"usu.:;.11..v \ diet durin' t~,· f i.r-s t thr-e: Ire, ;"5 o f 1.1,~ ronth of

':c~j'l'al , ';m') .;1l1 1. j ;).t e d ;·.ctivity \,as /'. an oxt rene l y Lov Lcve: .s rros t
;, . c 'f"~' t;.~ti<.'a.:;. unil) \'''tlcentt'at~,l ':' ~jr cf forts on avo idi.n-: contact With

L:",d':- fc rce , lIhUe mak i n-: Last minvt.e ,:,rcparation~; "or the s(l-:,,11ec1 ll~lili-

c .~ )r<?~· ;1\ l'~-""ensivi;,),.

as t.c rn Ql!:\!'i'· NI..1 (r) was relatively quiescent during this pa r t ic ul.ar- pe r-:
::0, aft er '1i1vinr produced the hippest level of enemy activity in ' Corps Tac
tiC','; ··'.'lle for the !'dst several rorrths . I~round engagenent s were , f'or the nos t
1,,·1'1, :,,-'I,·.jic. JIG s'lu.·U-scil.le in nature and W(~re widely scattered throughout
thl~ cast e r.i 1'01" un ,J" the :'l"(\vince. 'l11C only real significant cout ae t too],
],1 ;~c\' so utlieas t of JI.!LL 55 on 16 February when elements of the 51st AllVN Rer.
,imel t eJtg;wcd :tli es t inate d enemy l'att al i.on killing 49 NVA and cap turd.ng three
II'I S, a". 'f wlI0m weTT identi.ficd as meml-ers of the 1st Battalion, 36th "~VA

.'.cr:; I en' • '\Ql't:n,-est of llA ,\':G, the N,~l! (~-}<~LEPHANT VaHey area rer.a ined a sul ,

j ec t of co ncer-n i<S friendly forces continued to encounter enerny troops in this
l'Cf~U)n. r. i L t.les e encounters were ]ig:ht in nature and involved only sma1J
(:Tlcl,r,' 4"c'rc(,:s, ucver'th eLes s th e contacts we re indicative ()f the iTllI'\"'rtancetl1e
enery plaV'0 ('1 +he -r rc a as a likely avenue of approach into nANN';G tilring
future ;tt ;:ck.<;. ;\1sOl the recently reopened 'OANAN04IUE railroad continued to
lIe a fa VOl' :e t ar-ge t of e nemv sappers as t\vice durtng the nDnth trains ope-

.rt ing I'et'''<;:cn ~...1}{ C and the HAl VAN Pass struck mines along the tracks.
These r.1ini't::':s we rc mos t Likc'Ly carried out by the HAl VAN ~p:ineer Pa.ttalion,
a newly idc'1ti f'5cd un it operating northwest of nANANG with the mission of
l.oe inter(:ictio)1 in the NAr (i-HAl VAN Pass area.

The general enemy situation in both QUANG TIN -tU'ld QUANG NGAl f'rovinces
rema ined unchanr ed during the first three weeks of the JDDIrth. There was no
significan t groi.Dc action in either provi nce as major enemy tactical units
refused enzagene: t, remadning withdrawn and scattered in the pdednont and
highland re gfons of ~'oth provinces. Local harassment characterized the e:xtent
of the chemy's efforts with this harassmentmaarlfe"tin!,!,: i~sel" in the form of
scattered har a ss Ing attacks by fire, a few small ground/sawel' attacks and
terrorism of har-Lets , vil1ares and refugee camps. One significant chanr,e in
the enemy I s order of battle was the addf.t Lon of the probable 78t1· ?-\F Artill e ry
Battalion, a nev unit believed operati.ng in the mountains west of CHll LAl in
i.~l.M\G TU~ l'rovil1ce. The unit is credited with a 122nl11 rocket, 82m1' ~rtar and
,C:7Pil ' recoilless ,'iflc capab i.Lf.ty and a strength of 225 men.

The much heralded and long awaited II:"inter-Sprinp." offensive finally kicked
off in earnest dlirin,<~ the early oorning hours of 23 February when thl!" (':ommunists
Launched ,l ccc rdin at cd ser i.es of attacks throughout the Republic of SVN.
Vith rn~'l'e(:t tl' i.trc ~ C<.\rps Tactical Zone l the type and na ture of these attacks

~. well.' l'r('ci~,(,l}' ('1' r:1H" ella raeter which had long been pJ'edicted, Le., attacks
! l·v fi .'1.' illf(·l'SPl,,·.'i~d with .'i:\l'l'er at t ack s and light to rrode rat e gJ'X'lmd at.t acl.s ,

22
Ii?

DECLASSIFIED

E~S.URE( I)~
Inn~n~r



~T •
DECLASSIFIED

•
..~..
,~,~.

.\1though attacks occur-red in northern J Corps , the enenty's main effort was
q u.i t e ;.'<;:':d·ly l'lcused south of the HAl "AN Pass. Throughout the t}lree south
ern nrcvinces st and-o f'f attacks by fire were prevalent. It was app ar-ertt that
g",~at care had ["cn taken in target selection, and it was signifi cant that a1-
....os t W5.t:101.'t exception only military or dlitary oriented targets 'lrere struck
an, also t'~at Lu the sens Lt i ve northern provinces of nmA THI~ and QUA.~G TnI,
011.lv tw·.' ~;.gnifjcant attack S occurred- -those against Fsn's RUS'Y':LL and ~"II;VIU;~.

AS ,.,<.is expected, the naior- cities of DANANG, TM! KY and QUANG KGAI were
the sutjec t of special attention hy the enemy. Almost all major military in
stallations in the l).\NANG area were subjcct.ed to some form of attack by fire.
Unlike pas t experiences the airfields escaped generally unscathed, except for
the Los» of 240,000 r-:allons of JP-4 fuel at the DANANG lirhase when a sto'raf'fl
t ank was hit by incoming rocket fire. The ARVN dJlnmition dump adjacent '00
HI l>1AF compound was 40% destroyed by fire caused by incoming rockets , S·!V
era.I naval landing c r af't; and the bridge ramp in the vicinity of the I Cor~s

;\ridge were de .troyed or badly damaged by an explosion of unknown origin and
both the 1st J'arine Division and the 26th Narine Regimental CP's were subjected
to s appe r attacks.

Elsewhere in QUMW NAN (r}, there was moderate, tohe.avy fighting southwest
of T)ANA~G wher-e the 7th Har'Ines engared elements o.f the,I'3lst and 14lst NY!
·'er-;iments. North of the CAr DO River, in the vicinity of OOA VANr. nistrict
I!eacquarters, el.ereentis of the 38th NVA Regiment were engaged and 1'Iadly mauled
')y AHYr\~angers.. Al.oug the coastline, the 1st Marine Regiment easily t.urned
back a sapper- attack hy additional elements of the 38th NVA 'Regiment. Ae1:ween
;JD;\ HAA and the CAl' no r~iver, the 51st ARVN Regiment had a series of battles
with the 36th and 38th NVA i{egirnents during the early part of the week and the
.\1\ HOA Combat Base was subjected to a number- of attacks bv fire, one of "'dch
destroyed a substanti.aI part of their am,lWlition dump ani forced the t~mp(.~ary

c.Io s ing of the airstrip. At HOI AN City, elements of the 1~.80; l.F Hattali.c;'m and
the V. 25 Battalion, 38th Hep:iment conducted a romblnation nortar and ground
attack against the (ltANC N,M: provincial capital. Sporadic contact continued
in and around HI..: .! AN throughout roost of 23 February with enemy forces sustain
ing approxiq,te i y 40 HA and several. pI' isone rs of war• By th e week' send.. both
the il1tensit)~ and character of enellW' initiated action had returned to almost
the pre-23 February levels.

It was significant that neither of the two regiments of the 2nd NVA Divis
ion - - thf' Ls t 'Ie or the 21st NVA - - we ..e identified :in contact. However,
o Iemerrts of the 5th and 26th Harirtc RegiJ.1ents nade a number of attacks throllgh-
o ut the week in t~le ·\;'}ZONA area north and northeast of A~{ HOA which were JOOst
probabIy \lIth e l emen t s of the- 21st Hegimcnt.

In .g',U'G TIt-.: lrov.ince , tile enemy effl.'r"ts were focused upon two locations - 
TA}· t;Y \' Lt.v iUld r- u~c, ~~'?G Calllp at,TI~N pnrr·c. Hilitary pos ItLons t(l~E' wes t
itn<: sout hwcs t o i 1AJ hl were sub.iecced tv ser-Ious ground attacks on three oc
casions. (In the f'Lrs t, day of the enerey ' s offensive, eleJl1f'nts of the 72nd and
r .16 1o,:a.1 1'01('(' ~at t;,lions attemp<:ed to s e i.se the hills j,1l1'1(~dic'1 t('1 Y to the

of " ." '::1· ".'c".· 'II; 3?"8'''- 'v.~c\ <:v~ succ e ssive ),(' ..'.':' l'llor:.,tr ""(~
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.. --:;.r~c:j .~v .ive« and. capcurec "Cue 1~ecutive Off'ac er- of the 'l2nd Pi:l:ttalion. 'l'wo
i days .t£t the 70th VC Main Force Battalion" supported by fi re f'rom the 74th

VC Local Force Pattalion, was Slgaged southwest of TAM ICY in an action which
saw the enemy suffer 168 KIA's.

,'/est southwest of TAM KY City, TIEN PHUOC Special Forces/crIDG Camp was
aubje ceed to a heavy atta.ck by fire and limited ground action by the enemy.
Although no units were positively identified, a prisoner interrogated at TAM
}~y City and the geaeral disposition of ensny forces in QUANG TIN (p) indicated
that the enemy unit in contact was mst prObably the 3rd Regu.nt of the 2nd
NVA Division. The threat to TIEN PHUOC had abated' .omellhat by the end of the
week.

Elsewhere in QUANG TIN (p), CHU tAl received SO rounds of inaccurate rocket
fire on the first day of the offensive. Througho~ the week, sporadic attacks
by fire occurred with a few casualties and little damage recorded.

'l'he same pattern of attack by fire and lilni. ted ground attacks not ed in
'~liANG TIN Province were repeated in QUANG NGU ~nce. Almost without excep
tion the province's district headquarters were stNck by direct and indirect
fires. 'the buiLd-up of forces in the vicinity of QUANG NGAl City which had
been observed during the preceding tw weeki eri.t~ in aporadic en.. attaeks
throughout the week. Nearly 200 enClnY were killed or capeured in contacts south
and west c,f the city. The 22nd Regiment of the 31"!d NVA Division and the 38th
and 81s t VC Local Force Battalions 'Were identified as being engaged in these
contacts while elements of the 48th VC Local Force Battalion were identified
in contacts just: north of the city.

It was apparent by the month's end that at least the initial phase of the
enexw's offensive was at an end. NVA/vc operations had subsided markedly aDd
the general tempo of operatIons was at: about, or s:J.ightly higher than, the
levels exper-Ienced prior to 23 Febnaary • While there were few indicators on
cne battlefield that 'the enemy intended to pursue his renewed ef~ort, there
o/,iS, hovever-, a large body of:agent reports and prisoner interro <Jtions all
\)f \>Alicll attested to erie fact that the flurry of enemy activity dtrinJr thP.'
last week of February nar'ked only the beginning, the first phase of an of'f'en
S ive which would last t:hrvl!gtll.)ut March 1969.

b. Enemy .\ction jt:ati::,·cl':S. Facts pertaining to enemy activities in Allied
operating areas, including coniba't bases, for the month of Februa.ry are as follows:

@EMY INL'lATRTl ACTIVITY

CIDG :\OI<,C

1
o
f

92
15
o

/-

J [lOlj'vg@["-OfElOJ-'
,"\'.

47
7

22
24/'·

29
26

5
1
8
~3

c
"

i.

:>4
',~l

228
• ,") I'"",--',

Assault: ~'Y Fire
L..L'as.sing l?ire
: i c 'nov by 7ra~)s

... , .''ire
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;;nChiY l r,i cr ,)f :'. t t Le ,
___ .~. _oL...- ... ,...,... .. ..--_.__ " ......__ ~ .....

y c )rlJ,a.ry ~~_ ~})9.

~~nfil";ed enemy "orccs operat i.nr-

(}, -~llA~~\~ T~{l: Gonfinr1(:.d uni.t s ill~tTt\!-l"'''l TRl include onlv those cons i c
e re« to ;'c opcl'at.il;r -soutL,\f tile ;)j,r:. : aj o r umvs are: the 7t11 ~'ront "ead
t'u,_lrters; t:w :;.L2th ;J'i\ '~,_'?iJ,ent Gild the 18 and 1-:14 Infantry, the lOt!\ Sapper
al1,-: ti-e l.~~ Art iU e rv Iiattillions subord inn t.e to the 7th Front; an.' the 2nd and
31'(: ':attaJ; ens \.,,' t.hr 27t11 \VA Independent ·~ep.;i};lent. Add.i tioj!all y, five inde
j-enderrt cor.rnam es are Lo crt.e d within the province. The t(~tal ccnri rmed s t renrth
ir: ·L"\'" ; is 3,34(.

(:..'.) TiTIIlIJ1;N: TJ:e JAn and K4C Pattalions of the 4th r;v,\ negiment;
the' h4 anci !·;H Jnf'ant ry ami the Cl1 j T1Hla 1 and Chi Thua 2 'Japper ~~attalions of
tile .Jtlt ~..... ~~\',·;l.>:mt; the f,(~(,th Battalion of the 6th l\V,\ '~e,o.ment; and six 111
.iepc..dcnt coropan.ies arc Jo c.ated within the province. The total conf'Lme d st rength
'"CIl' ;Hr,'l'l!~!, i~; 2,~:H).

(3) \~\,'.i.l..~ NA1.: \i;ncli\V forc,'s in q\!ANG NA}' are comprised of: the ll'ront
.: ';eadoHill'ter;:;- the '~nd NV,\ Division Headquarters and support uru. s; the 1st
VC and tho ~~lst ;;VA :~cgiJllents of the 2nd l\VA Division; the lO2nd and l03rd
ilatt.alions of th,~ 31st NVA :egiruent; the ]Gth NVARegir~nt; the LlLst; NvA Ref
Lncut ; the 361:'H .u-t i Llery !{egiment; th e '~2l', V2S, Tl7 Infantry and the T89 and
3rd .sapper !attaliolls of the 38th :WA ;t(~gi) .ent : the Is t P.attalion of the G8R
::/.• ,~rtilh"ry ;(i~,!:!;ifJlent; and seven Independent; companies. The total confi.rmed
strength in tJ1C province is 10,115.

(4) ig:A!'~~: The 31st 'NVA Heg:iJnent of the 2nd NVA Division; four
illdependent batra.Hons and three independent companies are Locat.e.l in the pro
vince. The tot.i I confirmed s tr-ength in LlANO TJK is 1,930.

(5) SlJA.\(; NGAI: 'fhe :Hilitary n~J!ion-5 Headquarters; the 3rd ~'VA Divis-
ion l:e'ldljl,;<H'tU'",: i,ld support units; the 2nd MF and 2::!nd NVA HegiJllents of the
Jr<:; NVA :)i vis .ion ; the IZOth ve Infantry, the 406th ve Sapper an<1 the }()7th ~)V:\

Ar t.Ll.Lcry ';attal i ons of th e 401st NYA .iapper Regiment; tb rce independent b8t-
t af ions .\J1d 1 J independent companies are located in the province. The to tal
confirmed s t rcruth in '111ANG NOAI is 7,Slf1.

d. Counterintelligence.

(l) COlmterintel1 i".encc J~onthly CVeI'view. The level of counterintell
i!;ence-relateJ incidents rose sharply during February , re achd.ng a peak durd.rur
the fin..u "reek of the r.onth , The hitil level of act i.v i tv generall y coincided
with th c ipiti t i.cn of a coordinated series of at',~:a.cks bv'fire ;md l:iJr.ited
groillld ass aul t.s 'J'\ic:~ started 23 February 1969. While these attacks wer-e pre
ceded or supro rt cd 11'1 salo t age , espiofla.,'e, propa~ancl.a.,at1d terrorist activity,
s i gnifi, ant pol j t ic.d supi-o rt; failed to J~1.terialize. '!'he ability of r,w and
u.". aieuc i es to nredi.c t with accuracy the timing, extent, and nature of the
23 !"ebru. r-v atL',c;(,;i~; of »ar-t icu.Lar coun terInte Ll i.eencc sirni' c.ince ,
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L'ropaganda and Subversion. Viet Co .1g propaganda and proselyting

activities increased markedly during the IOOnth. Indoctrination of ve cadre
and soldiers continued \dth the objectives of ertracting a maximum effort dur
ing the '.Iinte r-Spring Campa.ign and ccmt>ating pessiJaism and defeatism, widely
mentii.oned in captured enemy documents as heing prevalent. Propaganda a:i.q,d
at the populace generally urged suwort for peace and a coalition !pvemment.

(3) Political Activity. Reports continued of preparations for large
scale political demonstrations to demand an end to the war and formation of
a coalition government , Captured documents confi1'll that elaborate plans and
preparations were made for demonstrations to be held in DAN.\NG, QUANG NOAI
City, and TAJoI KY in coordination, with military attJ,cks on thon cities. That
none of the planned delIDllStrations llaterialized iaindicative of the dispar
ity between Viet Cong intentions an4 capabilitie.in the political sphere.

(4) Terrorism. Incidents of terror illlll increased duri ng the nnnth,
coanci.dxng, with the initiati.oaj.of ground attacks. GW hamlet and village
officials continued to be a primary target of terrorism, although pacifica
tion and Popular Self Defense personnel incr.asingly bec.-e victims of &l8a88
inations.

(5) ->abotilge. Continued atte~ts were made in mid-JI'ebroary to inter
dict river trafPic on the eUA VIET River. In conjunction with ground assaults
during the period 23-25 Februalj", a coordinated effort was made to interdict
Highv!dY 1 in lil:<\NG TIN and QUANG NGAI Provinces, apparently aimed at isolating
TA}i I\Y and ~NG NCAl cities. The DAt\ANG-HlB railroad was also the target of
repeated aabot.age incidents in the HAl VAN PaastJ!e..wl'th· tlR exception of
the ellA. VIET River, sabotage incidents were almost exclusively confirJed to
L0C I S in the thre.~ southern provinces of ICTZ.

(6) ~·:spionage. Low level espionage continued during the oonth with
r eporced activity confined priJnarily to the t\ltl northem provinces and '.2UANG
7Il\. A North Vietnamese officer captured during the month revealed that the
VC are making widespread use of overtly precueed Vietnamese and U.S. publi
cations to gather intelligence on GVN and Allied installations. Pictures of
air bases and logistics installations are particularly valuable to the VC
for planning rocket and sapper attacks.

c. Enemy Losses. Enemy losses during the JIlOnth of February were as
fol: ows:
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Ph'/f.. VA
p.•~/·\r~
;\eti.<rr.ee~VA

:~et\irr.ec/ve
"':1 v i.L J~feitdalit

J1LI.)Ccnt GiviLL":',
" i1l..1 vidU,tl .ea,'0n
C/.. ,,'eapon

III l-'1AJl'
3,694

33
38

3
13
~16

501
1,,624

2~3

ARVN
1,910

o
107

o
25

120
o

S20
59

ROJ(}lC
230

2

C
O
o
o

83
10

CIDG 'n'TAt S
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o 3
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f. Ktt Clll'flOn Scout Pr()g~. Significant-accomplishments of Kit

Carson Scouts employed by Marine Divisions tor period 1-28 February
1969 were as follo,",s:

,1. l'ijtruJ.f,

o , bnc;;.w xi.Ll.ed

e. l<,;neJ,W Captured/Suspects Apprehended

g. lioturn0es

n, CClvesj'.i.'unne1s/Caches Detect.ed

1st har Div Jrd J .a r- Div

652 350

29 31

17 00

26 ,.,
~

26 4

17 6/

00 4

00 00

42 10

? lcbruc. ry 19(,9. 'l'he ,; :>~;iSt.ilUt Ghi.ef of St,df, G-2, III HAl" host.ed the
l'irf:d, 1:1.J. 1<'\1" Kit ',>Irf,uli ~',cout Conference between 1300 and 1(,OO in the
COJ:u.JJllcling i~ener[jl' s Conference haem. The purpose of the conference
was to pr-ov.i.de the per-eonneL connected with the management; of the Kit
0dr:;on ::'cc,ut. pro~-:ram in lCTZ an oppor-t.uru.Lty to ,;teet each other and to
o i.scuss l'(,l:i.cy, l'r()cedures and r-espons Ibi.Li.tdres of the pr-ogrom, Repre
e.cnt.at.Lver, 0';" lIec,dqucil'ters, )....XIV Cor-ps , 3rd J::lrine JJivj.sion, 1C15t. !\ir
bor-ne Jiv:Lc;i.,m (J',), 1::,1. l'"8rine iJivifJion, j,merical .Jiv.ision, Naval E'ul"porL
.vct iv i.t.y , \>,;(~)~! J.C'l'." and the Aas i st.ant. Chiefs of ~;tclff, G-1, (;-3, (Inc( G-h
':I1Jtell l ,ud :"he coru'er-cnce ,

-" " . ~. (,' 'i ' " t 1 l' 1 1 1.' I" t I'I ( .' ·~'~)i·i". c2.~. uuru n.; t.ne I'et 10 lc.ay, a al'!;e nur.ine r 01 d. ~ \.I'U'80n
~COLi.S t< e:1, :.:.!1i:lU1..1:or:L;:.r[ abaence , ..fter the holiday period, C'nly ',,:\'O

:.;c(;~rt..f, I'ai Led to ncLiu-n to t:lcir units.

::<'3 February 196~~. The st.atus of hit Carson [>coutfJ was elf; foJ 10\1s:
No. No. NCo.

Lee; ]:...;plo,\'cd l\CS .i~ucruitt'(1 :,J.A- .[/1-1 J\-Dt'fe~'ted

o

o 0

.:1. J fit 1" j I' lJiv 106 7

b. )1'd "",I !' .Jiv 10J 21

l~ • 1\',J :,t, " :..111 lJLV \/>1 ,) "'II 1'"\;", 0t , ..\.-'

(1 • .~~ l c~J'~L ._:~:J .Ji\/ 11" 2-)

o

o o
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6. LOGISTICS

a. General. Early Feb,ruary saw a stabilizing of
logi.stic effort between northern and, southern ICTZ. While
enemy responses .to U•.5. and FWMAF operations remained
heaviest in the southern ,sector, and Operation TAYLOR
COMMON (1st Mal'Div) continued to draw substantial support,
Operation DElrffiY CANYON (3d MarDiv) gradually increased in
pace. By the end of the reporting -period emphasis had once
again shifted south. '

(1) In the south, Operation TAYLOR COMMON went
into its final stages with sporadic contaots reported.
While generally operating olose to established LOC, the
ability to ~esupply by air was always vital. Cargoplanes
and truok convoys delivered supplies to the airfield at
An Hoa, whioh were then forwarded to units in the field by
helicopters and smaller vehioles.

(2) Operation DEWEY C~ON, in the headwaters of
the Da Krong, north and west of the Ashau Valley, evolved
into a severe logistic defeat for the NVA/VC. The number,
size, and'comp'os.ition of enemy supply oaohes disoovered
and destroyed rOSe'~hroughoutthemonth and oontinued un
abated into the next reporting period. Varying in size
from a few bags of rioe and small arms' ammunition up to
field pieoes and tracked vehioles, ,the impact of these
losses on the enemy has been great. As in other deep
jungle/mountain penetretions resupply was accomplished
solely by air. The effeots of the weather on this opera
tion are discussed later.

(3) Until the last week of February interdiction
of rear areas and LOC was relatively light when compared
to previous months, but early on 23 February the enemy
began a concerted campaign of harassment. The below listed
inci4ents are disoussed further in subsequent sub-para-
graphs: '

lOFeb - The Hue-to-Danang passenger train
was derailed by three eleotrio mines,
causing minor track and train damage
and slightly injuring 3 passengers.
,Repairs were oompleted and servioe
resumed within 24 hours.

21Feb -, 3 u.s. Navy boats were damaged by
mines in the Cua Viet. This inci
dent had only minimal and temporary
effeot on resupply by river (looally).

Enclosure (1)
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23F'eb - . The An Hoa ASP was .$0% (1292 SIT

and four berms) dest%'oyed during a
sapper/rocket & mortar attaok. Also
lost was app%'oximate1y20,000 gal
lons of fuel in 4 partially filled
10,000 gallon fuel bags. Immediate
replaoement aotion provided safe
levels of POL and ammo by the 25th.

, ,

Impaoting in an ARVN ASP in Danang
(East), enemy rookets started a,
series of explosions that eventually
consumed 40" of on':'hand stooks; (ap
proximately 4,000 SIT) oaused ex
tensive damage to .the seuthezn area
of the ASP and minor damage to the
adjaoent NSA oovered storage area
(5% of the reefer spaoe waa damaged).

An enemy rooket destroyed a small
quantity of aircraft (ordnance) rocket
motors and a partiallY filled 10.000
gallon f~el bag on the Danang Airfield.

Enemy sappers dropped two 80 foot con
crete spans of a bridge orossing the
Song Tra Bong onroute,QL':'l. Normal
traffioresumed in less than 24 hours
across taotical bridging.' '

A mortar attack on the Marble Mountain
Air Faoili ty caused limi ted damage to
6 helicopters and minor d.amages to
nearby struotures. All 6h~lioopters
were operational within 72 hours.

27Feb - The Hue-to-Danang patrol, t%'ain was
derailed by two oommand detonated
mines, causing minor track 'and ,train
damage. ,Repairs were oompleted. wi th
in 24 hours. ' . ,

A rooket attaok on the Danang Bridge
Ramp, where ammunition was being
loade~oaused the destruotion of two
boats and extensive damage and
oasualties in the immediate vioinity.
A total ,Of 344 SIT of' ammunition
(112-USMC, 332-USA.) was destroyed •

. Enolosure (1)
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Although repairs on the ramp area
will oontinue until late Maroh, the
Ramp was opened and funotioning
normally early on 1 Maroh.-

(4) The weather during the month did not markedly
l'ostrict resupply activities, however-, its effects were
much more notioeable than in the past two reporting periods.
Surfaoe (water) cargo operations we~e suspended for 5 days
due to surf and sea conditions, and most aerial resupply
to Operation DEWEY C..\NYON had to be accomplished during
the afternoons due to morning fog and low-lying clouds.
For two days (22d and 26th) only 11mitedafternoon re
supply could be accomplished, and on the 21st and the 27th,
no VFF aerial resupply was done. A potentially hazardous
situation was averted by maintaining high levels of supply
during flying weather. and utilizing ASRT procedures for
IFR drops by KC-130 and CH-46.ASRT paradrops acoounted
for 113 SIT of resupply. A& of 9 March, a total of 5,008
SIT had been delivered by helicopters and paradrop in
support of Operation D~wEY CANYON.

(5) s~a!Z. Logi~tic support continued to meet
all tactical s~Aitons. In spite of two major operations
being under way simultaneously, and ·the occassional logis
tic setbacks attributable to enemy interdiction and weather,
L\.:;Cs remained open and levels of supply and .support were
excellent 4uring the entire month in I Corps.

b. Dental

(1) Dental Civic Aotion (MED CAP II) was conducted
by III MAlt' Dental Companies during the month of February
as follows:'

(a) Patients Treated
(b) Dental·Procedures

1,468
4,92,3

(2) MEDCAP for the indigenous population continues
to be held at the III M~F Dental Facility.

." I

(31 ,The Twentieth Dental P%'ofessional and Adminis
trative Conference was held in conjunction with a meeting
of the I Corps Dental· Society on 8 February at the 95th
Evacuation Hospital in Danang•.

(4) The Force DentalOrficer made visits to
dental/medical facilities in the Danang area du%'ing the
month of February.

Enclosure (1)
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<5) captain W.L. DARNALL, DC, USN, ~eparted on

emergency lel;lveon 13 February. Captain J.G. CHUDZINSKI,
DC, USN, IstMAW Staff Dental Officer, was given additional
duty orders as Acting Force Dental Officer.

(6) Captain DARNALL was detached as Force Dental
Officer on 27 February.

c • Embarkation

(1) Narrative Summary

(a) Air. Four airfields (Quang Ngai, Tien
Phuoc, Baldy and H~an) were surveyed during February.
Continued construction at Quang Ngai progressed to the
point where the f1eld was open to aircraft inoluding C-130
size. Due to int~rmittent mortar fire, Tien Phuoo was
resticted to 834th Air Division aircraft unl~ss olose air
support was present to provi·de suppressive f~res. Baldy
was open to aircraft including C-123 size, b~t Ha Tan
remains closed to all fixed wing aircraft larger than the
C-7 due to a depression in the runway. Plans are underway
for repairs. '''-,

Major operations supported during the reporting period were
TAYLOR COMMON and DEWEYC~ON. For two days near the end
of the month, the 21st and 27th,noaerial I'~supply of
DEWEY CANYON was possible due to fog and heavy cloud cover,
but because of pre-positioned stocks, there was no effect
on ground operations. .

During the month, one unit move, one tactical emergency
airlift (250 passe~gers), one emergency resupply (52 SIT),
and 31 combat essential flights (2385 passengers and 505.5
SIT) were conducted.

Relieved of tactical-logistic mission since early December
(due to other operational priorities), 1st. Marine Aircraft
l~ing KC-130s w~re' again committed and flew various missions
in support of tactical operati9ns during the month. Of the
5,008 SiT air delivered by KC-130s and helicopters, 113 SIT
were delivered utilizing ASRT ·paradrop procedures, of which
17 SiT we~ dropped by CH-46 helicopters and 96 SiT by .
KC-130s. Due to lower speeds and better ballistic in
formation, the helicopter drops were most accurate. The
complete breakdoWn on ASFT paradrops is as follows:

!Q.IT SORTIES ~ LOADS WEIGHT (SIT)

KC-130F 12 63 105 96
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ACPT

CE-l+6D

SORTIES.
18

1lIDi§.

18

LOADS

18

WEIGHT (SIT)

17

A total of 2,114 SiT were delivered qy helicopters in IFR
Gonditions.

A grand total of 85,842 p~ssengers and 26,680 SiT cargo
were tactically air-transported during February.

(b) Surface. Surtace operations accounted for 396,098
SIT tht'ougFlput, or a daily average. of 14,146.3 SiT, con
tributing to an overall satisfactory level of supplies
throughout .ICTZ. This was accomplished in spite of five
days of adverse weather 'and surf conditions which halted
b0at operations, and three enemy-initiated series of in
cidents.

On 21 February, at 0320H an enemy mine explosion at the Cua
Viet NSAD Ramp damaged LCM-6 (Number 25) and killed one
crewmember~ Forty minutes later a second enemy mine ex
plosion damag~two LCM-8s (th~ 735 and the 871) but -cauee d
no casualties •. ~, third exploslon shortly thereafter caused
no damage or casual.tn es , At 0600H, .dur-Lng a waterborne
sweep of the area; a PBn sighted a swimmer, and following
a concussion grenade run, recovered the body of an NVA
swimmer wearing underwater equipment. One additional enemy
mine was found on the river bottom and disarmed.

On 25 February, NSAD Sa Huynh came under mortar and small
arms fire, resulting in one NSAD man WIA, but causing no
damage.

On 27 February, at 2225H, an explosion believed to have
been cause by enemy rocket attack occured at the Danang
Bridge Ramp. Detonating munitions which were being
loaded aboard the LOU 1500 ~d the YFU 78 destroyed both
c.raft, and caused moderate shrapnel damage to LOU 1614.
In addition to substantial damage done to loading-unloading
fac11i ties and equipment in the immediate vicinity of the.
blast, several· semi-permanent metal and wooden buildings
were levelled and others M'lde'at'least temporarily unusable
due to structural weakening and ruptured walls and roofs.
The present casualty . count stands at 2 KIA, 54 WIA and
21 MIA, presume~ dead. In spite of the losses and damage,
the ramp resumed full operations on the morning of 1 March.
Investig~tion, repair and recovery operations began early
on 28 February and continue. Full restoration of the
facility will be accomplished by late Maroh. The total
ammunition lost was 344 SIT, which had no effect on
operations. , '
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•(2) Air Operations Summary
•

~ CARGO (S/T>'!M CARGO (S/T)

25,435 6,185.0 85,842 26,679.9

~

~ . CARGO (S/T)

60,407 20,494.9

USMC- TOTAL

I.

r

l
I

!
I
f
t

i
I
I,.

Special Missions Flown during February

.m§ RE3,UEST AQE! TOTAL CARGO (S/T~ PAX-
TAC E 1 C-123 0 250
ER 1 C-130 52.0 0
CE 31 C,-123/ 505.5 2385

C-130

(3) Surface Operations ·Summarl

48 Deep Draft vessels embarked/debarked at Danang
46 MSTS LST's embarked/debarked at Danang
24 USN LST's embarked/debarked at Danang
3~ LCU/YFU's embarked/debarked at Danang
81 Barges embarke~/debarked at Danang

Monthly Port Performance Summary (SIT)·

Port Offload Daily Average Throughput D9.ily Average-
Danang 150,413 5,372 256,547 9,162
Dong Hal
Cua Viet 31,693 1,132 37,542 1,341
Hue/Tan
My/Phu

23,857Bai 852 27,003 964
Chu Lai ~0,841 1,~59 ~8,006 ~Totals 2 6,804 8., 15 3 9,098 13,1

(4) Highway Operations Summary

Resupply Missions '(SIT) .J 8$ Convoys)

Danang, North ),854
Daneng, An Hoa 5,662
ARVN, North 1,233
Others 2,$81
Total Resupply 1),330 SIT

Retrogrde Missions (81 Convoxs).
Total: 4,835 SIT
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c,l .9hr~.;L.BBical Listing of Sigpificant Events

3Feb

4Feb

Surface cargo operations were
halted throughout ICTZ due to ad
verse weather and surf· conditions.

Improved weather returned boat
operations to· normal.

< '

Ha Tan airfield was surveyed and
remains closed to aircraft larger
than tlie C-7 due to 'a hole in the
runway. Plans are currently being
formulated to effect repairs.

Surface operations were again sus
pended due to weather.

6Feb With improved weather, all boat
opera~ions returned to normal.

Baldy and Tien Phuoc airfields were
surveyed with the following results:
3aldy remains open for aircraft in
cludingC-12} size, but Tien Phuoc,
due to intermittent enemy harassment'
by fire, is open to 834th Air
Division tra;f't'ic only when close air
support is provlded for supressive
fires.

8Feb

9Feb

21Feb

2)Feb

Surface operations were again
suspended ~ue to weather, but were
back to no" mal the following day.

Quang Ngai airfield was surveyed
and remains" open to aircraft in
cluding C'~t30 size.

Mining incident. occured on the
Cua Viet (See c. (1) (b )'},

A sapper/rocket-mor~ar attack caused
the destruction, of 509& of the am
munition du~p'and 20,000 gallons of
fuel at 'An Hoa. In the ensuing
explosions, 700 feet of the An hoa
runway'was rendered unusable by
dirt~ debris, and loose ammunition
blown onto it. Engineer units '
cleared dirt and debris from the
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runway after EOD teams (brought in
from several Marine Corps units in
ICTZ) had swept the immediate area.
Airfield operations were resumed be
fore the end of the month, however,
sporadio enemy interdiotion by fire
oontinued to interrupt airfield
operations through the end of the
reporting pe.riod.

An explosion at the Danang Bridge
Ramp oaused numerous casualties
and substantial damage. (See o.
(1) (b».

An aerial delivery of 10.5nun am-
mund t i on, water and rations was
made to FSB Cunningham by .1stMAW
KC-l~Os. The first drop was made
visually as the' Cunningham ASRT
was not calibrated. The drop fell
3000 feet from the zone, so the.
second drop was oancelled. Another
air-drop attempt was made later that
day, but due ,to the necessity of
oontinuing friendly fires, the
aircraft were unable to reach the
drop zone and orbitted until a low
fuel state forced cancellation of
the mission. The resupply was
sUbsequently accomplished by
helicopter.

d. Engineer

Road and Bridge Resume.

(1) Inoidents of enemy harassment and interdiction
of primary road LOC remained at the low levels reported for
.Ianuar-y during' most of the reporting period. The last week
of February, however, reflected the inoreased level of
enemy aotivity noted throughout rCTZ. By 28 February, a
total of 16 bridges and cul~ had been damaged or de
stroyed,oonstituting a 260~ increase over the previous
month. The majority of these i.ncidents occurred on QL-l
between Danang and the II Corp~ border. Most damage was
quiokly repmred, however, there was one significant in
cident on the 23d. Two 80 foot concrete spans were dropped
from the Song Tra Bong bridge at Binh Son (15 kilometers
south of Chu Lai) by enemy sappers.
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Final repa~r will constitute a major effort, however, by
03JOH on the 2!~th, a 240 foot, class 60, floating bridge
was ready for traffic.

During the month. 10 bridges were repaired, 17 culverts in
stalled, snd 465 feet of tactical bridging emplaced.
Asphalt paving operations by th~ 9th Engineer Battalion in
Chu Lai continued toward Tam KY~ with 20 kilometers of
b/o lane highway completed by 20 Ma-rch.

In general, enemy attempts to disrupt road LOC were un
successful, as repairs (when required) were accomplished
quickly to permit normal traffic.

(2). Vietnamese National Railroad. The Hue..Danang
3egment of the VNR (opened on 15 January) was interdicted
twice during February. On the 10'th, the southbound
passenger train was blown one kilometer south of' -Lien Chieu
by three 35-40 pound electri~allydetonatedcharges, de
railing the engine and four box cars, and damagmg40 meters
of track. There were three minor WIA, the engine sus
tained light damage and the four box cars received sub
stantial damag~....... The next incident occurred on 27 February,
during the heightened enemy activity. In this instance, a
patrol train was hit just 150 meters' south of the site of
the 10 February minin3 attack. Two 75~100 pound command
detonated charges were used, deral1mg an oil car and three
flat cars. 40 meters of track was damaged and the engine
sustained minor damage. In both the above instances,
repairs were effected, the line cleared,' and service re
sumed within 24 hours. Increased security measures have
been placed in effect.

e. Food Services

(l) On 1 February Force Order P10110.5 (III MAF
J.1enu Service) became effective. This document will elimi
nate a great deal of research by subordina~e command messes.
It provides a 28-day cyclical menu with a recapitulation
of ingredients by meal and by day, simplifying the proce
dures used in computing ration'requirements and placing
orders.

(2) On 5 February Forc.e Order 10110.6, the SOP
for Class I support for ROKFV,was published. This order
provides guidanc~ to personnel concerned with procurement,
ration breakdown, and accountability, which is different
from that used by U.S. forces in order to provide a ~ore

acceptable diet for Korean forces in ICTZ.
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fl' On 24 February Force Order 10110.40, the III

f, ~J(W ·S:.'; i ce Program was published.

\ 1.j) On 28 F1ebrUEtry the III MAP Food Service'
'1'1(: )::·)1-.I."(~d held 1. ts bimonthly meeting at Camp Horn.

01 r!lbe III MAF Subsistence Operational Analysis
TtOh)i"':; f.!'.' the. month of January was submitted to HQMC on
).:";·'ur,}·un,Y'y. Data highlights are: .

V:},],qe orlA Il & "B" Rations Issued
/',J.IJ~ c';' '1(:1'8 Issued
':\81'-1[;0 Daily Fed "A" & "B" Rations
!. Vera[.0 Dni11 MGr' s Fed
T)",Lly Aver-age Cost to Feed "A" & "B"
·)e.:.ilJT Average Cost to Feed "A", "B" & MCI
f-ou..nds of Bread Manufactured
?ol1nds of Bread Received From U.S. Army
~aL.ons r1i.lk PUl"chased{Foremost)
GriLlons Ice Cream Purchased (Foremos t)
n·r~':'(lns of Ice Cream M.:l.nufactured
P:)Un<13 of Ice .Pur-chesed (Commerc ial)
j\:l.i,mbfiOL' of MealS"S"old
:;D.sh Collected for-Meals Sold
'!'otal F..xpenditures

$3,572,225.74
1,303.352.24

82,092
19,286

1.40
1.55

873,840
58,045

562,366
53,674

3,126
4,344,066

22,624
fdll,0*6.~6.,23,7 3.0

!
I
!
i
I
I
[:
I
I

i

(6) Early on the morning of the 23d, shrapnel and
debris from the exploding ARVN ammunition dump damaged 5~
of the refrigerated storage space at theNSA Danang covered
storage facility. Negligible losses of refrigerated items
were further minimized by forced issues of fresh foods to
nearby messes.

f. Motor Transport

(l) Statistics for the month of January for the
five motor transport battalions and the FLO truck company
are:

Mileage: .
Fuel (Tons):
Total Tonnage:
Passengers:

612,313
. 5,987
.65,779
246,314

(2) From 3-28 Februax-y. the FMFPac Mu1ttfue1 In
structton .Team conducted classes for members of t1.arine
units throughout the' Danang TAOR.

(3) From 10-14 February, LtCo1K.D.BARNES, the
Force Motor.Transport Officer, visited motor transport
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I)X.~:i.i:; in the 3d MarDiv TAOR, including 7th Motor Transport
'Jete .Li on , FLSG-BRAVO, and participated in convoy operations
:-0 Vandegrift Combat Base.

g. Ordnance

(1) M16Al Retrofit Program.

(a) That portion of the program involving
exchange of Ml4s for M16Als was completed.

(b) Final status is as follows:

I

2
J

Exchange of standard barrell
sight assemblies tor .
chrome-chambered barrell
sight assemblies:
Ini tial Issue
Total'

55,406
9~Jgg7 ., 3 (lOO~)

(2) Information concerning the 175mm Gun Phase-in
Program is as ~llows:

"-
(a) '1'E)supplement prior training received trom

the Army, the 1st MarDiv, in conjuno'ti~n with the Danang
Support Activity's Technical Representative, conducted a
program of instruction for ma1ntenancepersonnel and gun
crews from the 1st and 3d 155 Gun Batteries. This school
ran from the 11th through the 20th of February, with an
average of 12 men per day receiving instruction.

(b) By the end of the month, almost all of
the 1st and 3d 155 Gun Battery maintenanoe and gun crews
had received training on the Ml07.

(c) The 1st 155 tun Battery has been issued
6 Ml07s and is scheduled ,to begin ,operations during early
March.

(d) The stock leyel of 20., 3d, and 4th
echelon parts and secondary repairables 9n hand 1s suffi
cient to support one battery for '60 days.

(3) During the period 23-27 Februar~rocket, morta~
and sapper attaoks in the Danang TAOR resulted in the de
structionof 5,6'36 SIT of ClasB V. Of this quantity 1292
SIT was Marine Corps stock, ,which was destroyed when the
An HOR ASP was attacked (Paragraph c. has details). Other
stocks (344 SiT) intended for U.S. forces were destroyed .
in the explosion at the Danang·Bridge Ramp (also covered
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in detail in paragraph c.). At approximately- 0230H on
23 It'ebr'uary, several enemy- rockets impacted in the ARVN
ASP in Danang (East). The fire and explosions continued
until early afternoon on the same day destroying- ,ap-
proxLma t eLy 4000 SiT of ammunition. A totalc&sual't;y
count was not available but casualties within the III MAF
compound were as follows: 3 WIA t'et.urned to duty, 5 WIA
eva.cuated. The loss of the ammunition caused no operational
difficulties.

h. Supply

(1) 20 TD-18 tractors were received and issued to
III M~F uni ts during February, comple'ting, the action ini
tiated by Headquarters Marine Corps (on 10 .September)
which directed shipment and issue of 75 Tn-IBis.

(2) The submission of Section I of the III Marine
Amphibious Force Logistic Summary Report 1-69 marked the
initial report reflecting the. ten classes of supply. A
new format, prescribed by Commander Military Assistance
Command Vietna.tn, expands considerably the content and value
of the report. -

(3) For the first time, units:under the adminis
trative control of Headquarters, III Marine Amphibious Force
submitted a Logistic Summary this month. Reflecting status
as of the end of January, this mociified version of the
LogSum provides valuable information concerning stock status
of essential items and s~rves as a logistics early warning
system for probleroswi thin those units., As this Head
quarters has the responsibility of monitoring the supply
effectiveness within these units, the LogSumwill be the
prime vehicle for furnishing information upon which the
Force Supply Officer can act to provide assistance in pre
venting problems or overcoming them as they arise.

(4) In anticipation of the General Accounting
Office (JAO) review scheduled for 1 April to 15 May 1969,
the following steps have been taken during February:

(a) Emphasis has been placed on the com
pleteness and accuracy of the ourrent backorder recon
ciliation program. This program,more than any other, if
vigorously approached, purifies, supply records, updates
status and identifies shortages and excesses within the
various commands. Excesses must be recognized to be dis
posed of and records must aQcurately reflect the supply
posture of tbe unit. The GAO always dir.ectsits review
towards dete,rmining the extent that a command recognizes
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8nd acts in these two challanging areas.

(b) A message was released to all major
cor.cnands in country, MCAS Futema and IWakuni, and 9th
rv'J\i3, to inform these commards of the eminence of the review
."',:.id stress the importance 01 a successful reconciliation
of backorders. The intent of this action iB to allow time
for the correction of records and disposition of excesses.

($) On 2$ February CG, FMFPac approved the Monsoon
Program proposed by this Headquarters in January. In ef
fAct, the program reduces the quantity of special controlled
itBms from 32 to 6, further reducing reporting requirements
and the quantity of items requiring force feed of issues
from Force Logistic Camm,and.

i. Medical

(1) The total average patient load for the two
Hedical 3attalions and 1st Hospital Company was 405 with
a total of 1021 admitted and 509 patients evacuated out
of cOLIn t r v , -: :,-'91: :')j n ts of whole blood were expended to
use.

-"
(2) Information relative to III MAF in-

patient treatment facilities is as follows:

TAOB UNIT AUTH BEDS ACT' BEDS AVG CENSUS %OCO

Quang Tri 3dMedBn (-) 240 1$0 86 57

CSB Vandergrift O-Co (-)
3dI-iedBn 10

Dong Ha D-Co
3dHedBn 15 12 8 67

Danang Istl"IedBn 240 240 131 55
Danang IstHospCo 100 100 82 82

(3) The USS SANC'l:'UAPY (AH-17) and USS REPOSE (AH
16) were LogSup the entire month of February. Both ships
were on station at the below listed locations as the
tactical situation required.

(a) :I!under Beach
(b) Danang Harbor
(c) Northern Station - .PP~ox1ma~e~y equi

distant from Phu Bai and 1vunder Beach
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•(d) Chu Lai - Special Operations

(4) III MAF Medical Department strength as of 8
Febr-uany is as· follows:

2100 2300 HM's
Allow/OB Allow/OB .6llow/OB

1st MarDiv 89/75 17/16· 1097/1053

3d MarDlv 70/64 13/11 1147/1050

1st MAW 42/34 2/ 3 208/ 193

FLC/lstFSR 8/8. 6/ 5 156/ 143

III MAF Hq 2/ 2 3/ 3 138/ 131

Totals: 211/183 41/38. .2746/2570

(5) Figures shown under III MAF Headquarters in
clude 119 Hos~i tal Corpsmen assigned to the Combined
Action Program~ follows:

" ......
1st CAG

(Chu Lai)

31

2d CAG 3dCAG 4th CAG
(Danang) (Phu Bai) (QuangTri)

37 33 18

(6) Approximately 110 gallons of 95~ Malthion
Insecticide Conc~ntrate (anti-mosquito) was dispersed
utilizing the Helicopter Underslung Sprat System ("HUSS").
Previous aerial dispersal ot insecticides was accomplished
by specially configured C-123. The advantages offered
by HUSS are lower altitude and slower speeds, which
combined with greater maneuverability allows a greater or
lesser concentration and. almost pin-point delivery.
40 gallons were dispersed in the Namo Point area and 70
gallons in the, ls'1; MarDiv area near Hill 327

(7) Cdr W.S. DUFFY, MSC, USN, HQMC, arrived on
28 February to begin visits of facilities in ICTZ.

r~.~~n:--~>~?n~,.~ ..~~rmo-~/- . ",=,illJ
---_.~

. Enc1os ure (1 )
IU••f~II'

41

DECLASSIFIED



,
~.,

! SECRET
7. Canptroller

•
DECLASSIFIED

•
a. Significant Events for Februarl

15th LtCol. FORD relieved as Assistant Chief ot Staff, Canptroller.

J.5th Major DEACHER assigned a8 Assistant Chief of starf, Oomptroller.

26th Major DEACHER departed on TAD for FY-70/71 Budget Conference on
Oldnawa.
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8. Civil Affairs.

a. Objectives. The basic objectives of the III Harine Amphibious
Force Civil Affairs program remain the same.

b. Oivic Action.

(1) During the month of February, US civic action personnel
continued to be the contact point for the gathering of intelligence
infonnation. While the intelligence information sulmdtted may be of
questionable reliability, it is still significant that the people
contacted the CA personnel as this nay be a good indicator of the
rapport between the two.

(2) In many instances, the Vietnamese apparently are
developing a spirit of self-help and are becoming less reticent
about contributing their labor for the completion of a project. In
all five provdncea, the interaction and cooperation anong US civic action
personnel and local officials continues and lends impetus to the present
civic action activities.
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9. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE OPERATIONS

a. Chieu Hoi Program.

I.t'1tUV.Ll'lli..l!i ·l·U'~.1I 1t..I!ili'J) .tlI IN

RECEIVEID BY FftlNAFI US/ WITH
RALLIER PROV. GVN FWMAF VO NYA POL arHER WEAPONli!NJ TRI 6 ° 6 ~ 0 o. ~

,
THUA THIEN 26 2 3 ( 2 15 ° 10
QUANG NAM 90 7. 16 13 2 40 15 '3
QUANG TIN 89 7' 12 1'3 2 4.4 10 4
QUANG WAl 54 46 8 3' ° 11 10 3
'l'Vl' A... t::b~ ~~ 4' 111 e 110 ,t' 21

b. Nedia Produotion and Dis sSI1i.na.tionl

(1) 7th PSYOP Battalion media produotion.

Total basic (10i''x16 II) impressions printed. 10,492,123
Leaflets printed. 46,417,054
Posters printed. 162,000
Handbills printedl 1,135,000
Newspapers printed. 391,000

(2) Flight "A" 9th SOS operations - ICTZ.

Total PSYOp sorties flowt'll 265
Total targets soheduledl .5,707
Tot~ leaflet targets now.n. 1,t4'
Total tape targets flown. 1, 344
Total leaflets droppedI118,410,200
Total tape time. 251140

(3) Ground loudspeaker broadoast hours. 823' 35

(4) Movie showings/hours. 369/186155

(5) Cultural Drama Team performa.noee 1 7

o • Campa:!.gn Support. *
Lfts (air dropped)

(1 ) Chieu Hoi 76,231,002

(2) Anti VC/NVA 17,262,800

( 3) Support GVN. 24,833,399

(4) Rewards 3,891,999
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*NOTE - Inoludes total US/FWMAF support as reported to III MAF

PSYOP

d. Tactioal PSYOP In Support of Major III *F Operationsl

Operation Lfts Del i vered Air!Grd Bdost Hrs

(1 ) Nevada Eagle 16,88~,880 48120/151110
(2) Sootland 11,614,500 8155/0
(~) Marshall Mountain 8,394,500 6115/0

(4j Dewey Canyon 6,168,500 3115/0

~~
Taylor Common 6,101,100 10145/35100
Vernon lake II 2,825,000 41~5/o

(1)
(Term 28 Feb)

4125/0Kentucky Jumper ~,9~0,OOO

(8) Fayette canyon 194,000 1125/0
(Term 28 Feb) .

(9) Linn River 156,000 1130/21100
(Term 7 Feb)

0/1115(10) Russell Beach °I
e. Narrat1ve SUlllm'iry

(1 ) General

(a) The upsurge of enElllY offensive aotions beginning on 2~
February was paralleled by a material inorease in I Corps/III MAF PSYOP
activities targeting both enemy and friendly audieneM. PSYOP materials
directed towards enemy assembly areas and forward positions identified by
G-2 stressed the inevitability of defeat, the prospeots of oontinued heavy
oas ual ties, and the foolhardiness of enemy leaders who order troops to
make suicidal attaoks against stronger, better-equipped and prepared RVNAF
and allied troops. PSYOP materials delivered into friendly population
centers served to psyohologically prepare oitizens for the possibility of
enemy attacks and stressed the "self interest" logio of cooperation with
the GVN. POLWAR/PSYOP programs included hand distribution of special hand
bills by National Police, APT, and VIS cadre. The planning inoluded ad
vance preparation and production of PSYOp material programmed for employ
ment at various phases of enemy actions, as well as material to support
FWMAF/RVNAF counter measures.

(b) The Third Marine Division has initiated a "circuit rider"
program to advertise and make payments under the ifeapons Rewards Campaign.
Third Marine Division PSYOP personnel aze now designated as sub-oustodians
of VIP funds to facilitate rewards payments to informants. The program
employs PSYOP vehicles (HB - HE Teams) which travel the major roads and
highways broadcasting information to the populaoe about the dangers present
ed by ammunition and ordnance material and to publicize the re\ll'8.rds to be
paid for information leading to the discovery of such material.
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(c) Under the sponsorship of Commanding General, I Corps,

VIS/CORDS has, for tffi past several months, conduoted a oreative writing
contest, titled. Hoa Gioi Tuyen (translates as "Frontline Flowers"). En
tries from Vietnamese civilians and military personnel were received in
six categories. plays, memoirs, short stories, musioal oomposition, poetry,
and folk songs. The purpose of the contest was to attract publio attention
and give support to tn e "Denounoe Viet Cong Infrastruoture" Campaign that
is underwa-r in ICTZ. The contest ended with the awarding of prizes to con
test winners in each category by the Commanding General of I Corps, the
Hayor of Danang, and other GVN officials on 11 February at Danang. Mass
media support for the contest was provided by ARVN/POLWAR, ns, III MAF
PSYOP, and CORDS/PSYOP. ..

(d) The First Marine Division, Americal Division, and the
101st Airborne Division continued to give PSYOP instruction as part of
the indoctrination program for recent division arrivals.

(2) Chieu Hoi Campa;gn

(a) A total of 265 Hoi Ohanhs were received in IO'!Z during
the reporting period. This compares with the Febrllary 1968 total of 86
and the January 1969 total of 273. Military sllpport of the Ohieu Hoi pro
gnlm during "the period focused on the targeting of enemy troops partioipat
ing in attacks, especially those units that experienoed major defeats with
h~h casual ties. Ohieu Hoi appeals stressed oasualties, the long string of
enemy defeats beginning with the disasterous "Tet Mau Than" Oampaign of 1968,
and prospects for an early end to hostilities•.

(b) The 1969 Tet/Ohieu Hoi Oampaign has oontinlled with dis
semination of special materials as soheduled in the National Plan. Of the
total 197 million Tet leaflets received to SllPPOrt the campaign, approx-
imately 110 million have been disseminated, to date. Unoffioial reports attrihute
to the Tet Campaign 135 ralliers of the total reoeived during this period.
Phase III of the campaign will oontinue until 21 l~oh 1969.

(3) Anti-NYA Oampaign. As intelligenoe reports indioated that the
enemy were making preparations for offensive aotions, the III NAF/I Corps
PSYOP efforts focused on the vulnerabilities of those NVA units identified
as likely partioipants. Leaflets and -..rial broadoasts targeted at specifio
units identified by G-2 stressed high casll8lties, inevitability of GVN victory,
resentmen t of the SVN people at enEll1Y attaoks, negotiations underway in
Paris, high incidence of malaria, food and _dioal shortages, and general
disillusior.unent with the enemy cause.

(4) Anti-VC Oampaign. In response to those indications that the
enemy planned to initiate offensive aotions, PSYOP aotivities targeting the
Viet Cong concentrated on weakening the resolve of the Viet .Oong soldier by
reminding ihe enemy of the long series of defeats the enemy has experienoed
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and the futility of attacking looations defended by strong, well-prepared
RVHAF/FWl-aF units. Among the PSYOP materials delivered into Viet Cong areas
were speoial messages from COmmanding General, I Corps, whioh pledged oon
sideration and humane treatment to enemy personnel responding to his reo
ommendation that they esoape al.mos't. oertain death by either rallying or
surrendering. PSYOP material was also prepared to exploit Viet Cong terrOr
ist aots whioh resulted in oi vilian losses. This material targeted two
general audf anoeas (1) the oivilian population, which was advised that
Viet Gong terrorist aots evidenoed the enemies' disregard for the people
and derllonstrated why the people should deny the eneJD¥ any support; and (2)
the enemy soldier, who was confronted by these examples of brutality and
perfidy and asked to consider whether any cause whioh oountenanoes suoh
deeds deserves their support.

(5) Support GVN Campaign. Pro-GVNl'SYOP during February primarily
'look the form of a oampaign to prepare Vietnamese oivilians in urb811 areas
for the possibility of enemy attacks. The oampaign stressed the "self
interest ll logio for the people to support and oooperate with the GVN and
RVNAF as enemy attacks against populated areas must result in oivilian
oasualties. PSYOP materials developed and distributed during this oampaign
emphasized that cooperation of the people with the GVN would likely serve
to minimize the damage and oasualties that eneD\Y aotions oould cause, PSYOP
na terial also suggested that the "United :Bront" of the RVNAF/GVll supported
by a prepared and oooperative citizenry mie,bt sene to defer attacks, as
the prospects of attaoking a strong, well-prepared RVNAF supported by the
people might cause even foolhardy EIlemy leadership to hesitate betom order
ing suicidal attacks with no prospeots of suocess. Pro-GVN printed materials
fbr cielivery to Vietnamese oivilians were disseminated by A.Pr, National
Police, and VIS cadre. Dissemination was primarily by hand with distribution
points established at roadblocks, bus terminals, ferry orossings, oentral
marketing areas, e tc , To maintain the impetu.s ot the oampaign, new materials,
primarily in handbill form, were developed each d83 to reflect 'the most
current information and situation.

(6) Civilian Rewards Ca a • Inoomplete reports for February
indioate tha t the In MAF I Corps Civilian _Rewards Program (VIP) yielded a
total of 1,009 inoidents, with reward payments totaling 1,361,827 IVN to
Vietnamese oivilians for informtion leading to the disoovery of weapons and
explo sivea, The tally for l!'ebruary 1969 oompares with 1 ,329 such inoi dEllts
in January 1969, with rewards payments totaling 1,125,000 $VN, and, Ln mon
etary ranking, is second only to the Novenber 1968 high of 1,491,509 SVN.
It is to be noted that a perceptible change has ooourred over the past several
months in the location patterns of rewards inoidents. Whereas in November
1968 87% of all such inoidents were reported by Americal Division, the Feb
ruary 1969 records refleot a healtl\Y diffu.sion, with Amerioal representing
only 6,,/0 of the total, and all other divisions evidencing substantial in
creases.

(7) Effeotiveness Indioators. A high level of VIP reward payments
and maintenanoe of a steady Chieu Hoi tally for the month provide sane in
dications of general PSYOP effeotiveness. The real test, however, will oome
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if the ensny offensive plans materialize. The threatened "Winter
Spring" offensive offers considerable opportunities for PSYOP exploita
tion of enemy vulnerabilities. There are, of cODrse, attendent dangers
of civilian fears and anxieties which could deteriorate oonfidenoe and
impair government-populace cooperation. If enemy offensive actions a
chieve some success, there could be an improvement in the mo:r:ale of the
ensny and a strengthening of his resolve. The major III MAF/I Corps
PSYOP effort during February has been the oampaign to undermine the morale
of the enemy forces and to prepare Vietnamese civilians for the possibility
of enemy attacks. PSYOP materials that have been disseminated acknOWledge
that no government nor camnunity can provide immunity against sapper attacks
or attacks by fire, but that the RVNAF/GVN and allies are .trong, well-pre
pazed aad capab Le of soundly defeating any attempts by the eneJIl1 to invest
or to invade t~ population oenters. PSYOP messages stressed that a
cooperative citizenery can assist the government in minimizing the damage
and casualties that the ensny can inflict, and that this oooperation mi&ht
even serve to deter such attacks~ The response of the people -- espeoially
the citizens of Danang -- to the enemy threats and to thOse few attacks
experienced, has been encouraging, with reports from several souroes in
dicating that the people remain confident and calm in the faoe of the
threatened offensive. The III NAF/I Corps PSYOP efforts to weaken the
resolve of t~ enemy forces will likely not realize fruition UIltil further
military set-backs condition the enemy soldiers to ~spond to the PSYOP
appeals and suggestions.

(8) PSYOP Intelligenoe

(a). The early morning hours of 23 February served to mark
the initiation of the muo h heral4ed "Winter-Spring" enemy offensive. Con
centrating mainly in the three southern provinoes of ICTZ, the enemy sub
jected ARVN and :FW1'f.F fo roes to sapper attacks, attacks by fire and moder-
ate ground attacks. The type and nature of these attacks were in aocordance
wi th prior intelligence est1aates. A.fter the initial attack, there was a
steady abatement of enemy offensive activity during the ensuing six days.
Of significant PSYOP interest was the faot that the enemy's previously re
ported intensive propaganda activity failed to generate any popular support.
Indeed, a consensus of public opinion holds that the local population had
confidence in the capability of the present GVN to meet and defeat the enemy's
offensive actiTity, which barely disrupted the routine of their daily life.
Despite intensive proselyting activity during the preceding months, the
enemy's major objective of inciting public demonstrations hostile to present
GVN failed to materialize.

(b) Information gained from ensny documents and interrogation
of enemy personnel indicates that the present ensny offensive activity is
allegedly slated to last 34 days and to consist or three phases of five, ten
and 19 days respectively. Apparently, the enemy intends to exploit current
offensive activity as a display of strength in an attsnpt to influenoe Paris
Peace Talks. In this regard, ensny interml propaganda reveals that final
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victory for "the enemy is not anticipated to evolve from current peace talks
but rather on the battlefield and a prolonged military struggle is envision
ed by the enemy.

(c) Intelligence estimates of en_'s immediate inteniions pre-
dict a renewal of offa'ls1ve activ1ty to take place probably prior to 15
Harch. During the interim period, the enemy is expected to display his
lllilitar.'i presence through a series of attacks by fire and harassing ground
and sapper attacks. Reportedly, the enemy plans to conduct a concentrated
propaganda campaign in conjunction wi. th future offensive aotivi ty. Eremy
propaganda campaign will reportedly be again directed toward the civil pop
ulace with stress being placed on the economio aspects of SVN and an emphasis
on the emotional appeal to end the war. To suooeed in attaining the desired
psychological objectives, it is strongly felt that the enemy must first achieve
a significant military victory capable of being effectively exploited by prop
aganda media to permd,t the civilian population present! y under GVN influenc e
and control to becane receptive to the enemy's psychological appeal and efforts.
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io, COMMUNICATIONS

a. Message volume tlutough the nI HAJ' OolDDlWlioation Oentera

Inooming
Outgoing
Total

Japuerx

'9,815
18,648
58, 46,

.brg,m

'7,296
18,.130
55,426

2,519
518

,,0'7

b. Combat Operations Cente COauAioation Center traffio.

Inooming
Outgoing
Total

January

6,297
8,722

15,019

J'e1Ni'M!7

5,666
7,862

1',528

Deorease

6'1
861

1,491

o. Headquarters, III MAl message traffio originated'

January 4,110
February', 547
Deorease 56,

d. The average dany subscriber 1Jl1tiated oal1 rate tbroUBh
the In l-1AF AN/TTC-28 was 9,127 oal1e. !hie tigure cloe. not inolude
an 88 timated average 0 t 2000 operator p:.ttooes8ad truDk oalls tor which
no aoourate oount is available clue to _~ility ot equipment.

e. Lt SHULGAY attended MAOV Jrequen.q Ooarclinat1lJg Oonferenoe
in Saigon on 1 1ebrllc7.

s, 001 CORDES, Bq !MJ'.Pao OEO, visited rn MA.l Headquarters and
Marine Corps 00lllll1-8180t tacUities in the Danaag area on 2-7 February'.

g. LtCol DAVIS made a start T18it to Haint BIll, lIt JBR on 5 Febru&r1.

h. III MAF Cable Coordinating Coa1ttes, Danang Seotor _t .t
III MAF on 5 February.

i. Maj REYNOLDS, USA" assigned as G-6 .Iiatant Operations/
Cirouits Offioer on 11 februarY'.

j. LtOol DAVIS mad.e & statt visit to *int Bn, 1st JSR on 12 hbruary'.

k. Maj HOLDli1R -.ttended DUlL BLAl)Jll II brietiJIB tor Ltaen LlVll:LLl
at Hq, XXIV Oorps on 12 Fe'bruary'.

1. LtCo1 DAVIS and Ma.j HOLDER JUde & staft vi.it to HA.CS-4 OIl
16 February.

lIlCLOSURI (1)
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m. Lt S'l'UJT aooompanied *~ REnfOLDS on an orientation~

of oomm-e1ect unite and taoUitiee at Dong Ba on 19hbn.&r7.

n. Col HORNER attended JaCV 3-6 P18DniJ'IB OOAteeno. in SaJ.son
on 22-2, Februsr,y.

o. BGe m:RRY" CG USAS~MPA.O. BGeD llIBlIZI. OG let SisDal Me,
and Col GOLDENTlUL, IOTZ S1gDal Qroa.p'. v1a1ted lIq, III MA.P on
26 February.

p. LtCol DAVIS made a limon vieit to US.l SUpport Oommand on
27 February.

q. Maj HOWER attended !actioal aarveUlanoe Oenter Wor1dJlB
Grou.p Conferenoe at Hq, '4 HarDiv OIl 28 J'eb:ruar7.

-,
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L, P{;.'~3(} rh;~:t5 ng t:te mm1t,h ot February 19699 tho
C H; }~..l·ov1.'2(~cJ.'~o~: e o: 1:0 €~c;cora.pany newsmen on 193 news"'gatherin.g
!l.$si.!~mler,t,~~ 60',~:,T' ) COf'PS ground and air operations, civ5.c
Slct 5;;1' !om 6 '\:.11e Gh:' r~:;f,\~~'X"tr:!\() The :·iACV Press Center hosted 91
C)l'1':'OLpOY',L.:nta o.uy,:'.n;?; t,;b,e montho

ll{ rl10TOH ~!Ht:j~~\ POn'll g Tactical vehicles on hand included
t,:"c, Jl<1.5f"T~ep. '(~'71{r~:;i£:~"37 truoko Other vehicles on ns.nd
a3"(3 OrAE'. Si~pn.'Ss\1:':n.(jj· Ghev1'()let S...10 van,. two ~ ton ratsun
t:t:t~/~~7f~ and one Dotmul sedan\ll' all in good running condltlono

·J.'Y·PE
"'~.l'-__~~

\'lorking
t>torking
Working
loJ'orklng
Deadlined NSA
Dead11ned NS.i\
lvo):*klng
Deadlined lISA
Deadlined lISA

XiJO 1\~L""151 5eep!. r, L r'ln:,d..-.,lOO and a Dodgec::.200 3/4=ton t%'Ucks
:1'1:"6 beln.g :i.nap(::~(>;(l(l at NSA to determine whether they will be
,,·upd,red 01' 2lli.;H\}€1~1.r)

C t. !·:lQ'I'Oct,~~LE!;. Tb..:~ following are the production fi ..
gUl"Or:, 8,1"e~.1:r1!.:'o:0, photog.;.:·Japhic sections In I Corps.

CIB
1s tMa3:'])1\'
3FdJotll.::~D'.v
lftt r."'~Hl

FIJ::
]. CO'~'pu

TOTAL

s~aATlVES... f.... ..fMI;t. .,._ !tQ.E!£..!E"&~

1 0 640
4:1700
2/>900
1 9800

o
11~od .

de f\i~B.!.Q£>!'l~;E'.YJSIQN: During FebruS17 the Radio/TV Untt
udi;;ed 3cri:.apefi l"&cij,orei!ures and dubbed a total ot 1,$05
cop..e s fol.' disi·i.'>Hl't$.On.o Additionall,.» ISO Sections in III
!iA...F e.;omman.d.s P!;o{;u~¢d 61-1-7 home town rad10 interviews on inc.
d:i.v5.dnal 14€u~inE"5 &1:& f'or"vw.rded the tapes directlY' to the
J'l'lect HO"[ilGl 1.r0""r(~ N;;;;\fS: C&ntor tor procoss1ng and distributionc
~~fl 'orsaKd,t;\T.L1 ('·r f~~l1;uras and hams town radio tapes is as
f'CJ1::'C'iflB ~
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13
10
1,5
o
,0

-,a-

FEATUHES SUBfJiI';rl'ED
..:i.0 l1J\DIO/TV WIT.

em
lstMarDiv
,3rcL\farDiv
1st EAW
FLC
TOTAL

TOTAL PROD'lCT10N
.EQli D15THlBUTION .Em.£

1.$0$ 7
KIA 2

12
37

RIA 8
lf/A . 7S

-& --M-
(1) The Radio/'l'V Unit recelved requests from five

new commerical broadcast outlets in CORUS for radl0 features
on a oontinuing bas1s o All express an interest ln program
l'1ing Marine news teatures troI'l Vietnam of 3enel'al intereat.

UNIT-

eo OPERATlm~S JSCORT I !be Operation./Eaoort unit con
tinued to prov e Bery ces to newsmen tlu-ouShout the 1Il0ntho
Escorts were provided to cover major I Corp, operatlon••••• o
Linn River .. Kentuclq, Sootland II.t Dever 0avOllt Ru••eU
Beaoh17 Marshall Mountain.. ,evada Eagle~ Taftor DCIIIIIDOIl, FaJ8tte
canyon. Bard1ll Falla,. and VerDOD Lake II.

(1,) 2lewamen C&SU!ltle" 57 walen (CBS) waa ada1tted
to the lSA Ho.-pItal on 31·~anuary with an 10$.t1&1 d1agnos1s ot
41s8nte1"'-0 He was :released tromtbe hospital. on 7 'ebl'uarr.
Raymond Thomann (Freelance) reoe1ved a Te17l1l1nor head wound
on 3 February" while with ARVN troop. on an operat1on neal'
HiU S$o nlng Van Phuoc (AP photographer) waa 'serloua11 wounded
on 24 February while 1n act10n with V1et.... Rangera'cstAtUl
01' Da Nang. '

(2) Notable Newsmeno lotab1e newa media representa
tives at the PreQ8 l.'enter during Pebr11&r7 1ao1\1de41 Bob Jone••
John Reynolds" DD Bellendort.. J. P. Bennett and J. Paraons
trom l\'BC ~ R. Dco Tbre1ke14. M. B:. Marriott a1;ld A. 'H•. Sargent
trom CBS ~ Ko Oale and F. r.farlano ABO I. B. PUs. I. Wh1te and
D., v; Phuoc from APJ So Newbeftl7" N. C. Gib,on and D. Lamb
:tram UPIJ R. Golden from REUTERS, P. 8\1117 and G. Cbaplin f'r0lll
NEWSWEEK; No Orrick t1.'om the BALTn.fORE SUN, I. Go\1datikkel'
Ao Saint-Paul and Do WilsOD trom APPJ t. De~l trOl!l AHEURASn,
the Rev.. Po J. Burke trom the NATIO:iAL CATHOLIC JEWS, S_
Dickerman trom NewsdaY'J Lo Burrows trom LIP'E Y4A.GAZDE J B. P1Dea
from TD-mILIFEJ C. Jordan from the ARMY, &AVY, AND AIR FORCE
T IKES; D. Ayre 8 trOtI1 the NEW YORK .'l'Il·~S J J. BeDedict" K. Knopp
and Ro Minnix trom STARS & STRIPES, A. Col11na trca tbe BQSfOI
GLOBE; a, Shaplen trom the NEW YORDRJ J. Irdn. C. Mengel,
s, Dibllng, I Q Sharrock and B. Barron trom DBO, J. Minoe1an4
a, Mills from NORTH A}1ERICAN ROCKWELL. '1'. Smadja and S. Ballsba
trom COlmAT (Parls h Ito Park trom KOREAN )lOTIO! PIQTURE SERVICE,
A,. Br,,&n fi-am OVERSEAS WEEKLY; and Ro Milligan 1'1'om the
W-~STI~~GlIOUSE BROADCASTING C01-!PAI!Yo

-e
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r (, PRES~! DUY'ing FebrufU"1 the Press unit processed a

.." .[·Mitl) of 3~ news feature '"lease8 from III HAF and SLF units
UN",-"", ,·,',····Y"or z-e Lease to civilian end military news aedia. These re....

leases inoluded 216 photo~aphao On the average" each reo
lease was distributed to 50 addressees. Or media outlets.
including Public Affairs Orficers in each of the Marine Corps
D1atr'lcts and five msjor comnerlcal newa aervices and .yn
dicates o Following 1s a breakdown by O~d8:

em
lstl1arDiv
)dMarDlv
1st MAW
FroiO
SLF
TOTAL

26
U1as
67
17

~
(1) A total of 19121 home town storie. on indivi

dual l"Jar1nes were forwarded directly to Pleet Home Town Newa
Center for proces~ing and distribution to home town news
papers 0 The bre~;down 18 as to1lows t

om
lst:·IarDlv
jrdH'arD1v
1st HAW
FLO
TOTAL

163
2eOlO
3,.010

929

~
go CqimAT ARt! During the month ot ~bruar1 the Combat

Art Team In vietnam consisted or 001 John H. ROGERS. SSgt
SmnaE A., FAIRFAX and LOpl Richard YACO o

Cl) Co]. ROGERS returned to Washington on 19 Febru&r7
\thon he t1.nished his period or TAD with theOombat Information
Bm'oe.ulj-

€'2) SSgt FAIRFAX cOr.'1pleted 3 paintings. 3 drawings
and 8e,,'tlr~tl sketches. during the montho

(3) Cpl. YACO submitted 11 paintings and 3 drawings
which were used. in & CBS news production on Marine Combat
k:t?'l:;,

(4) A shipment consisting ot 16 paintings and drawings
"'1fH~ B8i'lti to Headquarters VArine Corp8 on 10 FebrWU7' 1969G

he; I'RES~ .~:m:R_UU:r.T: During the tour day 'rET holiday
pe<r'.1cfi nl1-vI~tnv.:7Jese eM~loY'ees. with the exception or Nguyen
:";:l':HD ;'.·"S'.m (the bar: tend.er)1l were ofro Tb.e restaurant and hotel
H~:':J"d ",1)J.9 trJ romi''.in o!JeI-at1onal with the help ot the em
~).·;;':l(!.ln{-) 1,.
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~UN~:Lr:':':~iP"':1 A1.1~ heads in tho hotel a.ndrestaurant were repainted on
26 Pebrus:.:'yo

:~8 barbed wire defenses around the CIS oompound were
cheokod and reenforced in preparation tor!ETo Additional
bar-bed '\o."1r-e \-18.9 strung along the 1"1vel" slde ot the CIB com
pound.,

"""""
55

DECLASSIFIED

Enolosure Jl)
UNCLASSIFIED



DECLASSIFIED

•
12. ClIR0HOLGY OF VIP VISITS.

•
RANK/SERVICE BILLET

4t:'eb69

5-61" e b69

7.i."eb69

lcdulW SHIN CHAE LGen:R0K11C

,- T VI. rHiJHn.':;l- :3 HAdm:USN'JlJ •

..F'. B• CLAY BGen:USA

Oommander ROK
Force

CTF 76

Ass It c/e hACV
J-l

71."eb69 J. V. GALLmJAY BGen:USA Ass't cIs 1'J.1L
Ass't NACV

8-9J:1'eb69 C. F. ]?LINT, aBE Brigadier:Aust.
A.rr:.y

Engineer-in
Chief, Aust.
Army

lO-lEi'eb69 li'. S~\l'iPSON

10.f!'eb69 S. J ASKI L1Ji

HGen:USA

BGen: USN 0

Ohief of Army
Chaplains

ADC, 1st HarDiv
Designate

IlJ:"eb69 A. J. GOODPAS'r:E:It Gen: USA

11-12:/eb69 A. L. NLCDOl:rALD, NGen:~ust. Army
OBE

11-12-..'eb69 C. "T~ LONG, CBE HGen:Aust. Army.c.o.

11-12L'- e b 69 J. ~- (

~,llLLIAHS BGen: USHCJ:'.J •

13:?eb69 -,' T' T [:3ULLIVf~I 111': (GS-18)',:J. J .

Dep COMUSMACV

Oomman del' 0 f
Aust. Forces,
Vietnam

Adjutan t Clen.,
Aust. Army

CG, 9th NAB

Chief of Sea
Branoh, Research
and Engineering,
Dept. of Defense

13 i'eb6t) H. H. ::1A.UHJA'rER JVlr: Jr. Vioe Commander,
VIi"wl and Ass' t
Hayor San
Bernadino, Calif

132eb69 li'. A. l[i\.J SON Mr: Dir of National
Seouri ty. and
lI'oreign Affairs,
Vli'~'l

13-1_.li'eb69 J. H. HUBBARD BGen: USNC Dir of Infor
ma tio1'Q, HQl1C

lLt·-l'Jl"eb69 r, J •.F'Olr'rAEA

t~en: ~~~L<9~I&~SJlffr..
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25.t"eb69

26.F'eb69

27~~eb69

•
D. \v. RIEGLE
Jr.

T. H. RIENZI

KI CHUN KiU~G

1:1". li'. BRINGLE
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RANK/SERVICE

MGen:USA

Rep:

BGen:USA

BGen:USA

Gen:ROKMC

VAdm:USN

57
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BILLET

Special Ass't for
C. I. and Special
Activities, Ofc of JCS

Republican Rep from
Michigan, 7th
Congressionel Dist

CG, U. s.
STRATCOMMPAC

CG, 1st Sig BDE/ACS
Co:rvIIvl-ELEC USARV

Commandant, ROKMQ

COl1SEVEN THFLT

ENCLOSURE ( , )
UNCLASSIFIED



•
DECLASSIFIED

•
PART IV

SUPPORTING DOCUMENTS

t (1) February 1969 Editions, III Marine Amphibious Force
Newspaper, "SEA TIGER." ~ ..tI(l.L}(~. Rl.ua'~L IN I-JRs £:'1_

,1 I ~ 'I-'""(J/If'
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