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PREAMBLE.

Whereas, Slavery, throughout its enlire existence in the
United Slales, 1s none other than a most barbarous,
unprovoked, and unjustifiable War of one portion of
its citizens upon another portion ; the only conditions
of which are perpelual imprisonment, and hopeless
servitude or absolute extermination; in wulter disre-
gard and wviolation of those eternal and self-evident
truths set forth in our Declaration of Independence :

Therefore,
Wg, Citizens oF THE UNITED STATES, AND THE

‘OpPRESSED PEOPLE, WHO, BY A RECENT DECISION OF
rtHE SuPREME COURT ARE DECLARED TO HAVE NO
ricaTs waicH THE WHITE MAN 1S BOUND TO RE-
SPECT j TOGETHER WITH ALL OTHER PEOPLE DEGRADED
BY THE LAWS THEREOF, D0, FOR THE TIME BEING OR-
DAIN AND ESTABLISH FOR OURSELVES, THE FOLLOW-
ixé¢ PROVISIONAL CONSTITUTION anp OR-
DINANCES, THE BETTER TO PROTECT OUR PER-
sons, PropERTY, Lives, AND LIBERTIES ; AND TO

GOVERN OUR ACTION}/’:

5od i ARTICREK
QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP.
ALL persons of mature age, whether Proscribed,

oppressed aud enslaved Citizens, or of the Proscribed
A



2 CONSTITUTION

and oppressed races of the United St;ates, who shall
agree to sustain and enforce the Provisional Constitu-
tion and Ordinances of this organizatien, together
with all minor children of such persons, shall be held
to be fully entitled to protection under the same.
ARTICLE II.
BRANCHES OF GOVERNMENT.

The provisional government of this organization
shall consist of three branches, viz : Legislative, Ex-
ecutive, and Judicial.

ARTICLE I1I.
LEGISLATIVE,

The legislative branch shall be a Congress or House
of Representatives, composed of not less than five, nor

more than ten members, who shall be elected by all

citizens of mature age and of sound mind, connected
with this organization ; and who shall remain in office
for three years, unless sooner removed for misconduct,
inability, or by death. A majority of such members
shall constitute a quorum. ;

ARTICLE 1V.
EXECUTIVE.

The executive branch of this organization shall con-
sist of a President and Vice President, who shall be
chosen by the citizens or members of this organiza-
tion, and each of whom shall hold his office for three
years, unless sooner removed by death, or for inability

or misconduct. :
ARTICLE V.
JUDICIAL.

The judicial branch of this organization shall con-
sist of one Chiel Justice of the Supreme Court, and of
four Associate Judges of said court ; each constituting
a Circuit Court. They shall each be chosen in the
same manner as the President, and shall continue in
office until their places have been filled in the same
manner by election of the citizens. Said court shall

o
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have jurisdiction in all civil ox crimi & i:F ris-
ing under this constitution, e pu t
Rules of War.

ARTICLE VI
VALIDITY OF ENACTMENTS.

All enactments of the legislative branch shall, to
become valid, during the first three years, have the
approbation of the President, and of the Commander-
in-Chief of the Army.

ARTICLE VII.
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF,

A Commander-in-Chief of the army shall be chosen
by the President, Vice President, a majority of the
provisional congress, and of the supreme ceurt, and he
shall receive his commission from the President, signed
by the Vice President, the Chief Justice of the supreme
court, and the Secretary of War : and he shall hold his
office for three years, unless removed by death, or on
proof of incapacity or misbehavior. He shall, unless
under arrest, (and until his place is actually filled as pro-
vided for by this constitution) direct all movements of the
army, and advise with any allies. He shall however,
be tried, removed or punished, on complaint to the Pres-
ident, by, at least, three general officers, or a majority
of the House of Representatives, or of the supreme
court 3 which House of Representatives, (the President
presiding,) the Vice President, and the members of
the supreme court, shall constitute a court-martial, for
his trial ; with power to remove or punish, as the case

- may require ; and to fill his place as above provided.

ARTICLE VIIL
OFFICERS.

A Treasurer, Secretary of State, Secretary of War
and Secretary of the Treasury, shall each be chosen®
for the first three years, in the same way and manner
as the Commander-in-chief ; subject to trial or removal
on complaint of the President, Vice President, or Com-
mander-in-chiel, to the Chief Justice of the supreme

ni



4 CONSTITUTION

court 3 or on cemplaint of the majority of the members
of said court, or the provisional congress. The su-
preme court shall have power to try or punish either
of those officers ; and their places shull be filled as be

fore.
ARTICLE IX.
SECRETARY OF WAR.
The Secretary of War shall be under the immediate
direction of the Commander-in-chief ; who may tem-
porarily fill his place, in case of arrest, or of any ina-

bility to serve.
ARTICLE X.
CONGRESS OR HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

The House of Representatives shall make ordinan-
ces providing for the appointment (by the President or
otherwise) of all civil officers, excepting those already
named ; and shall have power tv make all laws and
ordinances for the general good, not inconsistent with

" this constitution and these ordinances. ;

ARTICLE XI.
APPROPRIATION OF MONEY, &c.

The provisional congress shall have power to appro-
priate money or other property actually in the hands
of the Treasurer, to any object calculated to promote
the general good, so far as may be consistent with the
provisions of this censtitution ; and may in certain
cases, appropriate, for a moderate compensation of
agents, or persons not members of this organization,
for important service they are known to have ren-

dered.
ARTICLE XIIL
SPECIAL DUTIES.

It shall be the duty of Congress to provide for the
instant removal of any civil officer or policeman, who
becomes habitually intoxicated, or who is addicted to
other immoral conduct, or to any neglect or unfaith-
fulness in the discharge of his official duties. Congress
shall also be a standing Committee of Safety, for the

THE
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purpose of obtaining importa informMoES‘?ap h
be in constant communication '111“&&75%&1‘)5&
chief ; the members of which s 5"
President, Vice President, members of the supreme
court, and Secretary of State, have full power to issue
warrants returnable as Congress shall ordain, (naming
witnesses, &c.,) upon their own information, without
the formality of a complaint. Complaint shall be im-
mediately made afterarrest, and before trial ; the party
arrested to be served with a copy at once.

ARTICLE XIIL.
TRIAL OF PRESIDENT AND OTHER OFFICERS.

The President and Vice President may either of
them be tried, removed or punished, oncomplaint made
to the Chief Justice of the supreme court, by a ma-
jority of the House of Representatives ; which house,
together with the Associate Judges of the Supreme
Court, the whole to be presided over by the Chief
Justice in cases of the trial of the Vice President,
shall have full power to try such officers, to remove,
or punish as the case may require ; and to fill any va-
cancy so occurring, the same as in case of the Com-
mander-in-chief. -

ARTICLE XIV.

TRIAL OF MEMBERS OF CONGRESS,

The members of the House of Representatives may
any and all of them be tried, and on conviction, re-
moved or punished on complaint before the Chiel Jus-
tice of thesupreme court, made by any number of the
members of said house, exceeding one-third ; which
house, with the Vice President and Associate Judges
of the supreme court, shall constitute the proper tri-
bunal, with power to fill such vacancies.

ARTICLE XV.
IMPEACHMENT OF JUDGES.
Any member of the supreme court may also be im-
peached, tried, convicted or punished by removal oy

AND ORDINg



(4] CONSTITUTION

otherwise, on complaint to the President, who shall in
such case, preside ; the Vice President, House of Rep-
resentatives, and other members of the supreme court,
constituting the proper tribunal : (with power to fill
vacancies ;) on complaint of a majority of said house
of representatives, or of the supreme court ; a majority
of the whole having power to decide.

ARTICLE XVI.

DUTIES OF PRESIDENT AND SECRETARY OF STATE.

The President, with the Secretary” of State, shall
immediately upon entering on the duties of their office,
give special attention to secure, from amongst their
own people, men of integrity, intelligence and good
business habits,.and capacity ; and above all, of first-
rate moral and religious character and influence, to
act as civil officers of every description and grade, as
well as teachers, chaplains, physicians, surgeons, me-
chanics, agen‘s of every description, clerks and mes-
sengers. 'T'hey shall make special efforts to induce at
the earliest possible period, persons and families of that
description, to locate themselves within the limits se-
cured by this organization ; and shall, moreover, from
time to time, supply the names and residence of such
persons to the Congress, for their special notice and
information, as among the most important of their du-
ties, and the President is hereby authorized and em-
powered to afford special aid to such individuals, from
such moderate appropriations as the Congress shall be
able and may deem it advisable to make for that ob-

ject. 'The President and Secretary of State, and in

cases of disagreement, the Vice President, shall ap-

point all civil officers, but shall not have power to re-

move any officer. All removals shall be the result of
a fair trial, whether civil or military:
ARTICLE XVIL

FURTHER DUTIES. :
it shall be the duty of the President and Secretary
ol State, to find out (as soon as possible) the real
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friends, as well as enemies of this orgonization in cve-
ry part of the country ; to secure among them, inn-
keepers, private postmasters, private mail-contractors,
messengers and agents : through whom may be ob-
tained correct and fegular information, constantly ;
recruits for the service, places of deposit and sale ; to-
gether with all needed supplies : and it shall be matter
of special regard to secure such facilities through the
Northern States.
ARTICLE XVIII.
DUTY. OF THE PRESIDENT.

It shall be the duty of the President, as well as the
House of Representatives, at all times to inform the
Commander-in-chiefl of any matter that may require
his attention, or that may affect the public salety.

ARTICLE XIX.
DUTY OF PRESIDENT—CONTINUED,

It shall be the duty of the President to see that the
provisional ordinances of this organization, and those
made by the Congress, are promptly and faithfully ex-
ecuted ; and he may in cases of great urgency call on
the C_ommander-in-chief of the army, or other officers
for aid ; it being however intended that a sufficient
civil police shall always be in readiness to secure im-
plicit obedience to law.

ARTICLE XX.
THE VICE PRESIDENT.
The Vice President shall be the presiding eflieer of
the provisional congress ; and in cases of tie shall give

the casting vote. »
ARTICLE XXI.
VACANCIES.

In. case of the death, removal, or inability of the
Prgsxd‘ent, the Vice President, and next to him the
Chief Justice of the supreme court shall be the Presi-
dent during the remainder of the term : and the place
of the Chief Justice thus made vacant shall be filled
by Congress from some of the members of said court 3
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and the places of the Vice President and Associate Jus-
tice thus made vacant, filled by an election by the uni-
ted action of the Provisional Congress and members of
the supreme court. All other vacancies, not hereto-
fore specially provided for, shall during the first three
years, be filled by the united action of the President,
Vice President, Supreme Court and Commander-in-
chief of the Army.

ARTICLE XXII.
PUNISHMENT OF CRIMES.

The punishment of crimes net capital, except in
case of insubordinate convicts or other prisoners, shall
be, (so far as may be,) by hard labor en the public
works, roads, &c. -

ARTICLE XXIII.
ARMY APPOINTMENTS.

It shall be the duty of all commissioned officers of
the army, to name candidates of merit for oflice or
elevation to the Commander-in-chief, who, with the
‘Secretary of War, and, in cases of disagreement, the
President shall be the appointing power of the army :
and all commissions of military officers shall bear the
signatures of the Commander-in-chief and the Secreta-
ry of War. And it shall be the special duty of
ithe Secretary of War to keep for constant refer-
_ ence of the Commander-in-chief a full list of names of

;persons nominated for office, or elevation, by the
officers of the army, with the name and rank of the
officer nominating, stating distinctly but briefly the
“grounds for such notice or nomination. The Com
_mander-in-chief shall not have power to remove or

M- punish any oflicer or soldier ; but he may order their

-arrest and trial at any time, by court-martial.

ARTICLE XXIV.
COURTS MARTIAL.
Courts-martial for Companies, Regiments, Brigades
@c,, shall be called by the chiel officer of each com-
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‘mand, on complaint, to him by any officer, or any five
privates, in such command, and shall’ consist of not less
than five nor more than nine officers, nonsgommissiened
officers and privates, one-half of whom' shall net be
lower in rank than the persen ‘on trial, to be chesen
by the three highest officers in the command, which
officers shall not be a part of. such ceurt. The chief
officer of any command shall of course be tried by a
court martial of the command above hisown. All de-

- cisions affecting the lives of persons, or effice of per-

sons holding commission must, before taking full’ effect
have the signature of the Commandewrin-chief, wha
may also, on the recommendation of atleast one-third
of the members of the court martial finding any sen-
tence, grant a reprieve or commutation of the same.
ARTICLE XXV. K
! . SALARIES. AT
No person connected with this organization shall be
entitled to any salary, pay or emolument, other than
a competent support of himself and family, unless it
be from an equal dividend, made of piblic property,
on the establishment of peace, or of special prevision
by treaty ; which provision shall be mide for all per-
sons who may have been in any activecivil or miiFi'tu’-
ry service at any time previous to any hestile action

for Liberty and Equality. 44

ARTICLE XXVI. | .
; TREATIES OF PEAGL'.’ ol
Before any treaty of peace shall take full effect, it
shall be signed by the President and Vice President,
the Commander-in-chief, a majority of the House of
Representatives, a majority of the supreme court, and
majority of all the general officers of the army. '
ARTICLE XXVIIL.
DUTY OF THE MILITARY.
~ It shall be the duty of the Commander*in-chief, and
ell officers and soldiers of the army, to afford special
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protection when needed, to Congress, or any member-

thereof ; to the supreme court, or any mem 2
to the Presid nt, Vice Preside,nt, TrZasuir::eéégigfgf ¢
of State, Secretary of the Treasury, and Secretary gf
War ; and to afford general protection to all civil offi-
cers, or other persons having right to the same.

ARTICLE XXVIII
it PROPERTY. '
captured er confiscated property, and all -
erty the product of the labor of th(ie bye’longing tglgﬁs

organization and of their families, shall be held as the’

property of the whele, equally, without distinction ;
and may be used for the comm}c,m benefit, or d?:plec:;é
of for the same objeat ; and any person, officer or oth-
erwise, who shall improperly retain, secrete, use, or
needlessly destroy such property, or property found
captured or confiscated, belonging to the enemy or
shall wilfully neglect to render a full and fair statement
:g sgﬁgtgro;;‘erw b}z1 him so taken or held, shall be deem-
of amisdemeanor icti
ol e i or, and on conviction, shall

ARTICLE XXIX.
i SAMTIYt OR INTELLIGENCE FUND,
eney, plate, watches or jewelry, captur
honqrable warlare, found, takenf or czilﬁscl:)atede,d lli’a}i
longing to the snemy, shall be held sacred, to consti-
tute a liberal iafety or intelligence fund; and any
person who shill improperly retain, dispose of, hide,
use, or destroy such meney or other article above
named, contraly to the provisions and spirit of this
article, shall be deemed guilty of theft ; and on con-
viction thereof, shall be punished accordingly. The
't.li‘rx;lseassn;gtrhsha}l 1iiurnish the Commander-in-chief at all
ith a full statement iti
ity s < 1 of the condition of such
ARTICLE XXX.
THE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AND THE TREASURY.
The Commander-in-chief shall have power te draw -
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from¢the treasury, the money and o
the fund provided for in Article twenty-ninth, but his
orders shall be signed also by the Secretary of War,
who shall keep strict account of the same ; subject to
examination by any member of Congress, or general

officer.
ARTICLE XXXI.
SURPLUS OF THE SAFETY OR INTELLIGENCE FUND.
It shall be the duty of the Commander-in-chief to
advise the President of any Surplus of the Salety and
Intelligence Fund; who shall have jower to draw

‘such Surplus, (his order being also sigred by the Sec-

retary of State,) to enable him to carry out the pravi-
sions of Article Seventeenth.

ARTICLE XXXIIL
PRISONERS.

No person, after having surrendered himself or her-
self a prisoner, and who shall properly demean himself
or herself as such, to any officer or private connected
with this organization, shall afterward be put to death,
or be subjected to any corporeal punishment, without
first having had the benefit of a fair and impartial tri-
al : nor shall any prisoner be treated with any kind of
cruelty, disrespect, insult, or needless severity : but it
shall be the duty of all persons, male and female, con-
nected herewith, at all times and under all circum-
stances, to treat all such prisoners with every degree
of respect and kindness the nature of the circumstan-
ces will admit of ; and to insist on a like course of
conduct from all others, as in the fear of Almighty
God, to whose care and keeping we commit our cause.

ARTICLE XXXIII.
VOLUNTARIES.

All persons who may come forward and shall volun-
tarily deliver up their slaves, and have their names
registered on the Books of the organization, shall, so
long as they continue at peace, be entitled to the full-
est prefection of person and preperty, though not con- :
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nocted with this organization, and shall be txeated
ag friends, and not merely as persens neutral.

ARTICLE XXXIV.
NEUTRALS.

The persons and property of all non-slaveholders
who shall remain absolutely neutral, shall be respected
so far as the circumstances can allow of it ; but they
shall net be entitled to any active protection. #

ARTICLE XXXV,
_ ; NO NEEDLESS WASTE,

The needless waste or destruction of any useful
property or article, by fire, throwing open of fences,
fields, buildings, or needless killing of animals, or in-
jury of either, shall net be tolerated at any time.er
place, but shall be promptly and properly punished.

ARTICLE XXXVI.
PROPERTY CONFISCATED,

The entire personal and real property of all persons
known to be acting either directly or indirectly with or
for the enemy, or found in arms with them, or found
wilfully holding slaves, shall be confiscated and taken,
whenever and wherever it may be found, in either
Free or Slave States.

ARTICLE XXXVII.
DESERTION. :

Persons convicted, on impartial trial, of desertion to
the enemy after becoming members, acting as spies,
or:of treacherous surrender of preperty, arms, ammu-
nition, provisions, or supplies of any kind, roads,
bridges, persons, or fortifications, shall be put to death
and their entire property confiscated.

ARTICLE XXXVIU.
VIOLATION OF PAROLE OF 'HONOR.
Persons proven«to be guilty of taking up arms after
having been set at liberty on parole of honor, or after
the same, te have taken any active part with or for the
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enemy, direct or indirect, shall be put to death and
their entire property confiscated.

ARTICLE XXXIX.
ALL MUST LABOR.

All persons connected in'any way with this oxrgani-
zation, and who may be entitled to full pretection un-
der it : shall be held as under obligation to labor in
some way for the general goed ; and persons refusing,
or neglecting so to do, shall on conviction receive a
suitable and apprepriate punishment.

ARTICLE XL.
IRREGULARITIES.

Profane swearing, filthy conversation, indecent be-
havior, er indecent exposure of the person, er intoxi-
cation, or quarreling, shall not be allowed, or tole-
rated ; neither unlawful intercourse of the sexes.

ARTICLE XLI.
CRIMES, ; ‘
Persons convicted of the forcible violatien of any
female prisoner, shall be put to death.

ARTICLE XLII s

THE MARRIAGE RELATION—SCHOOLS—THE SABBATH.

The marriage relation shall be at all times respect-
ed ; and families kept together as far as possible ; and
broken families encouraged to re-unite, and intelligence
offices established for that purpose, schools and church-
es established as soon as may be; for the purpese of
religious and other instructions ; and the first day of
the week regarded as a day of rest, and appropriated
to moral and religious instruction and imprevement;
relief of the suffering, instruction of the young and
ignerant, and the encouragement of personal cleanli-
ness ; nor shall any persons be reguired on that day
to perform erdinary manual labor, unless in extremely
urgent cases. '
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ARTICLE XLIII.
CARRY ARMS OPENLY.

All persons known to be of good character, and of
seund mind, and suitable age, who are connected with
this organization, whether male or female, shall be
encouraged to carry arms openly.

‘ ARTICLE XLIV,
NO PERSON TO CARRY CONCEALED WEAPONS.

No person within the limits of the conquered terri-
tory, except regularly appointed policemen, express-
officers of the army; mail carriers, or other fully ac-
credited messengers of the Congress, President, Vice
President, members of the sapreme court, or commis-
sioned officer of the army—and those only under pe-
culiar circumstances—shall be allowed, at any time,
to carry concealed weapons ; and any person not spe-
cially authorized so to do, who-shall be found so doing,
shall be deemed a suspicious person, and may at once
be arrested by any officer, soldier, or citizen, without
the formality ef a Complaint or Warrant, and may, at
once be subjected to thorough search, and shall have his
or her case thoroughly investigated ; and be dealt
with as circumstances, on proof, shall require.

ARTICLE XLV.
PERSONS TO BE SE1ZED.

Persons vithin the limits of the territory holden by
this organization, not connected with this organization,
having arms at all, concealed or otherwise, shall be
seized at once ; or be taken in charge of seme vigilant
officer ; and their case thoroughly investigated : and
it shall be the duty of all citizens and soldiers, as well
as officers, to arrest such parties as are named in this
and the preceding Section or Article, without the for-
mality of Complaint or Warrant ; and they shall be
placed in charge of some proper officer for examina-
tion, or for safe keeping. A
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I
ARTICLE XLVL
THESE ARTICLES NOT FOR THE OVERTHROW OF GOV’MT.
The foregoing Articles shall not be construed so as
in any way to encourage the overthrow of any State
Government, or of the General Government of the
United States: and look to no disselution of the Union,
but simply to Amendment and Repeal. And our Flag
shall be the same that our Fathers fought under in the

“leyolution.
ARTICLE XLVII.

NO PLURALITY OF OFFICES.

No two of the offices specially previded for, by this
Instrument, shall be filled by the same person, at the

ame time.
ARTICLE XLVIII,
OATH. \

Every officer, civil or military, connected with this
organizationy shall, before entering upon.thg duties_of
his. office,~make solemn oath ‘eor affirmation, to abide
by and support this Provisioual Constitution and these
Ordinances.. Also, every Citizen and Seldier, before

- being fully recognized as such, shall de the same.

SCHEDULE.

The President of this Convention shall convene, im-
mediately, on the adoption of this instrumept, a con-
vention of all such persons as shall have given their
adhereuce, by signature, to the constitution_; who shall
proceed to fill by election all offices specially named
in said constitution, the President of this convention
presiding, and issuing commissions to such officers
elect : all such officers being thereafter elected In the
manner provided in the body of this instrument.
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